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Scrap the bibliometric indicators!? 
This February, the Government's investigator for a new system for 
governance and resource allocation for Swedish universities and 
colleges, Pam Fredman, submitted her report. She questions whether 
the redistribution components of external funds and publication/citation 
quotas achieve higher research quality. Instead, the investigator 
suggests increasing the base funding without using performance-based 
redistribution. An important reason not to use bibliometric publication 
indicators in the allocation of research resources is that it would be 
counterproductive in the development towards open science. It is 
proposed that the current redistribution indicators are replaced with a 
new national framework for evaluating quality produced by the Higher 
Education Institutions together with the Swedish Higher Education 
Authority (UKÄ) and the Science Council. Link to resource. 

 

Dissertations defended 
1st quarter 2019 

 
“Performance Implications of 
Virtualization” by Sogand Shirinbab - 
DIDD  

“Transforming Technocultures: 
Feminist Technoscience, Critical 
Design Practices and Caring 
Imaginaries” by Linda Paxling - DITE 

“Implementation and use of Web-based 
National Guidelines in Child 
Healthcare” by Johanna Tell - TIHA 

“Biological Inspired Deformable Image 
Sensor” by Wei Wen - DITE 

”Friluftslivkonflikter i svenska 
kustlandskap ur ett planerings- och 
användarperspektiv: Studier av Luleå 
och Blekinge skärgårdar” av 
Rosemarie Ankre - TIFP 

 

Alternative Routes to 

Scholarly Articles 
Here are some great resources 
for discovering free research 
outputs. Learn more about 
unpaywall, Lazy Scolar, 
Kopernio, Google Scholar 
Button etc.  

OpenAccess.se 

 

How much does science 

publishing cost? 
The Royal Library (KB) has recently 
compiled the costs for subscriptions 
to e-journals and e-books and the 
publication of research articles in 
Sweden for 2017. In the ongoing 
transition to an open access 
publishing system, it is important to 
get an overall picture of the 
expenses. By looking at subscription 
fees, Author Processing Charges, 
publishing agreements etc., KB 
reached the sum of approx. half a 
billion SEK. Of this, BTH paid ca. 3, 
5 million SEK.  

Link to resource. 

 

Recommendations for Open Access 
Since 2017, the government has commissioned the Royal Library (KB) 
to coordinate work on open access to scientific publications. Within the 
framework of the assignment, KB has coordinated investigations on five 
different themes that now have resulted in a handful of 
recommendations. For example - research financiers and HEIs should 
take shared responsibility for the financing of publishing costs; that the 
guidelines of the funders and HEIs eliminate aspects that adversely 
affect publication with open access; that the Science Council is given 
the task of establishing support for the publication of science-based 
Swedish journals with open access regardless of the field of science. 
Link to resource. 
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