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This is a diploma work in Spatial Planning made by three students at
Blekinge Institute of Technology in Karlskrona, Sweden. The project
started in Kimberley, South Africa and was made possible through a
Minor Field Study (MFS) scholarship from SIDA. The work in Kimberley has taught us a lot about the South African society and its complexity and it is our wish that the area we have be working in, Galeshewe,
is facing a bright future. The trip was essential for our studies, but it has
also been a life experience.

Many people have been involved in this project and without their help
this project would not have been possible. We want to direct a special
thanks to Mr Gerhard de Bruin, Senior Town Planner at Sol Plaatje
Municipality, who has been our supervisor in Kimberley. He proved to
be an understanding tutor with the courage to give us a lot of freedom
when developing our ideas. We are also forever grateful for our new
friend Mr Man Seganda, Local Economic Development Manager at
Sol Plaatje Municipality, who shared with us both his professional and
personal life and made our stay so wonderful.

We also want to thank the employees at the Housing Support Centre,
Steward, Gratitude, Tabs and Papi that provided us with a field office
and walked many kilometres with us in Galeshewe. The officials at Sol
Plaatje Municipality were very helpful and answered all our questions
(over and over again) and we were very well received.

We also want to thank Mr Steve Johnson, Town Planner at Borlänge
Municipality, who was a good partner when talking about Swedish
thoughts and values when we met in Kimberley. He later gave us the
opportunity to present our work in Borlänge for a delegation from Kimberley.

Lisa Häggdahl

Maria Örenfors

Finally we want to thank our supervisor Dr Anita Larsson, Associate
Professor at Blekinge Institute of Technology, who has helped and
guided us from the very first contact with Sol Plaatje Municipality to
the finalising of this report.

Karlskrona 2003-05-18

Anneli Eskilsson
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so, and threats like bad reputation and high crime rate in the area.
Through the Kevin Lynch’s City Structure Analysis the structure of and
the relation between elements such as paths, edges, districts, nodes
and landmarks were identified. Interesting discoveries were that many
paths, or passages, are not connected to each other and that the area
lacks landmarks.

Abstract
Galeshewe is a former township in South Africa that has been neglected
for a long time. The economic activity is low and the design of the
physical environment poor. The Urban Renewal Programme started in
1999 as an attempt to improve the situation in previously disadvantaged areas in South Africa. This diploma work can be seen as one
part of that program.

Along the corridor, upgrading of the streetscape through paving, tree
planting and new streetlights has already started. The proposal of the
corridor has in focus to create a safe street environment, as well as
improved facilities for the pedestrians and bicyclists. The proposal of
the corridor also includes as a design program for various fittings to
improve the street environment. The emphasis lays, however, on the
node proposals. The three nodes have different points of departure but
are designed to work together.

The Circle Node has a potential of becoming the centre of Galeshewe.
The node development is concentrated to the area where five roads
meet instead of the business area pointed out as the potential economic
node. The latter is instead turned into a local shopping centre surrounded
by housing. The Circle Node will become a busy, urban, commercial
place as well as a transportation knot. A library, a cinema, a large grocery store, restaurants and offices are examples of activities that can be
built in this node.

The Culture Node puts emphasis on semiformal trading and the development of a cultural village. The node’s main focus has moved from
existing businesses to the corridor, where the Cultural Village and linkages to the largest park in Galeshewe are developed. Around a new
car wash, a small public square in direct contact with the park and new
trading is placed.

The Entrance Node puts emphasis on a proposed new square placed
near existing businesses. The square will be surrounded by new businesses and amenities such as a new Galeshewe museum and a planned
but not yet built petrol station. Space around an existing park, a nearby
swimming pool and Community Hall is planned to form a connected
whole.

In South Africa one way of strengthening the economic growth is to
work with the development of economic activity clusters connected
through different modes of transport. In the Integrated Development
Plan of Sol Plaatje Municipality, the Galeshewe Activity Corridor was
pointed out. Along the Corridor six economic activity nodes were identified. In this diploma work suggestions for development of the corridor and three of the nodes have been made. All three students have
together prepared the Corridor proposal. For the nodes, studies and
proposals in more detail have been done individually.

Holistic planning (regarding the spatial context for new proposals)
Better balance between different modes of transport (a switch
of focus from car to pedestrians, bicyclists and public transport)
Improve public spaces (create new squares to support economic and social activities)
Improve accessibility (mainly by handling the issue of security)

The overall aim of our project is to strengthen the physical conditions
for economic and social activities in a previously disadvantaged area.
This will be done through proposals for physical development which
are presented by means of illustrative material to picture how the area
could look like in ten to fifteen years. The aim is to describe how the
area functions and looks today, and based on that to create a comprehensive material about Galeshewe, with focus on the Galeshewe Activity Corridor. As a response to the overall aim, four guiding principles
have been formulated:
•
•
•
•

The guiding principles together with a SWOT Analysis, Kevin Lynch’s
City Structure Analysis and today’s situation in Galeshewe, have ruled
the design of the proposals for both the corridor and the nodes. The
SWOT analysis highlighted strengths like lively streets and well used
public transport, weaknesses like poverty and poor physical environment, opportunities like the will to improve and available funding to do
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Galeshewe is one of the areas that have been neglected for a long time.
Work to improve the situation in Galeshewe has started and a strategy
for improvement of the economic and social situation has been formulated in the Comprehensive Urban Plan (CUP) of Kimberley from 1998.

To improve the situation, the Urban Renewal Programme and the Integrated Rural Development Programme were instituted in 1999 by the
South African Government. The Urban Renewal Programme is used
as platform for developing previously disadvantaged areas. The task is
to break down the physical barriers that still exists and shed light on a
future of hope and opportunities. By improving the conditions for residents in these areas and encouraging social and economic activities the
areas can be improved and enrich the society.

Today the South African cities are characterized by segregation of people
and activities. This derives from the apartheid era when cities were
planned by separating the population according their race to different
areas. The black part of the population was forced to move to large
segregated housing areas (townships) in the periphery of the city where
little recourses was spent on the physical environment.1 The townships
soon became disadvantaged areas in the city.

Map 1:1. The project is located in Kimberley, South Africa

Kimberley

Background

The project
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The strategy taken is the development of economic activity clusters,
connected through different modes of transport. This is called an Economic Activity Corridor and in Sol Plaatje Municipality’s Integrated
Development Plan (IDP) three such corridors were identified. Mixed
land use activity corridors provide a general method of managing metropolitan growth in South African cities. One of the Corridors in Kimberley is the Galeshewe Activity Corridor, which henceforth will be
referred to as the Corridor. Along this corridor the Integrated Development Plan has identified six Economic Nodes. Suggestions for development of three of these have been prepaid in this diploma work.

Map 1:2. The three activity corridors in Kimberley and the nodes in Galeshewe.

Aim
The overall aim of our project is to strengthen the physical conditions
for economic and social activities in a previously disadvantaged area.
This will be done through proposals for physical development which
are presented by means of illustrative material to picture how the area
could look like in ten to fifteen years. The aim is to describe how the
area functions and looks today, and based on that to create a comprehensive material about Galeshewe, with focus on the Galeshewe Activity Corridor.
This report is intended to serve as inspiration material for Sol Plaatje
Municipality for further development of the Galeshewe Activity Corridor and surrounding areas. It can also be used to show investors the
potential of growth that exists in Galeshewe.

Method

The overall study of the Galeshewe Activity Corridor and analysis of
the area have been prepared by the three students together. Basic principles concerning the design have also been a joint work as well as a
proposal for the streetscape along the Corridor.

For the three nodes along the corridor detailed planning has been carried out. The students have worked with one node each. Proposals for
the three nodes containing distribution of social amenities as well as
space and amenities for different types of trading are presented. They
will also contain suggestions for design of public space.

Fieldwork was conducted for two months in South Africa. Emphasis
was laid on gathering information about the situation in Galeshewe.
Interviews with municipal officials and attendance at municipal meetings have been conducted to gather information about the municipal’s
view and priorities as well as knowledge about possible new developments. Municipal plans, together with publications about similar projects,
have been important theoretical sources. Walking, cycling and driving
through the area at different times of the day have given us understanding of opportunities and limiting factors. By attending social activities
and visiting people’s homes we have gathered experience and a feeling
of life in Galeshewe.

A study trip was conducted to Cape Town where insights in ongoing
work with the corridor concept were given. Practical examples of urban development of public places in previously disadvantaged areas
were also shown.

Two methods of analysis were chosen to be able to focus on different
characteristics in Galeshewe. The SWOT Analysis highlights the
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats in the area. Kevin
Lynch’s City Structure Analysis shows the physical structure of the area
and relations between different elements.

The report was finalised in Sweden where inspiration from books and
magazines was attained for the proposals of both the economic nodes
and the corridor. A midterm seminar was conducted in February were
the diploma work was discussed with our three opponents (other spatial planning students) and our supervisor. A presentation of the node
proposals was also held for Sol Plaatje municipals visiting Borlänge in
March and comments from that meeting were considered when finilising
the report.

Galeshewe
General facts about Kimberley and Galeshewe are presented. A short
historical background is viewed as well as coming- and ongoing projects
in Kimberley.
South Africa is divided into nine provinces and Northern Cape is the
largest, driest and least populated one. Kimberley is the capital of
Northern Cape and the administrative city of Sol Plaatje Municipality.
The population in Sol Plaatje Municipality is approximately 230 000
people and 212 000 of them are living in Kimberley.2 The main languages are Tswana, Afrikaans and English. Analysis on the population
trends indicate that the population of the municipality has relatively stagnated compared to other urban areas in South Africa. Four reasons are
mentioned why the population have stagnated. First skilled workers
migrate for jobs outside the Province and even outside South Africa.
Secondly the young people attend universities elsewhere and never
return. The third reason is increasing death rates as a consequence of
HIV/Aids. The fourth reason is that unskilled and semi-skilled people
are forced to move to large urban centres due to declining employment
levels in the Municipality.3

Fig 1:1. The figure shows the population distribution in Sol Plaatje Municipality.

Galeshewe is the largest residential area in Kimberley and situated in
the northwest part of town. It was the major black township in Kimberley during the apartheid period. Approximately 120 000 people are
living in Galeshewe which is about 50% of Sol Plaatje Municipality’s
population. South Africa has a large variation of cultures and the dominating ethnic group in Kimberley is Tswana. Many languages are spoken in Galeshewe, most of the inhabitants speak two or more lan-

guages. Tswana and Afrikaans are the most common, but Xhosa and
English are also spoken by many inhabitants. Being planned as a township, Galeshewe suffers from lacks of resources. The population income levels are low, unemployment and crime rate are high and the
physical environment in the area is poor.

Map 1:3.The relation between Galeshewe and Kimberley

The lack of jobs is illustrated by the large numbers of working trips
made. The total number of working trips from Galeshewe is 27 000
per day and the number to the area only 6000. A large amount of the
trips goes from Galeshewe to the southern suburbs. The jobs there are
mainly minimum salary domestic services such as gardening, washing
and cleaning.4 The household’s income level plays a big role for the
possibilities to deliver services, in terms of both what is affordable to
the consumers as well as what is sustainable for the municipality. 72 %
of the households in Kimberley have an income level less than R 1500/
month5 (R1 is in May 2003 approximately 1 SEK) and 60 % of the
population are unemployed.6 A large amount of those households are
situated in Galeshewe.
Kimberley has a continental climate, which means cold and windy winter with temperatures sometimes below 0? C and hot summers with
temperatures over 40? C. The rain (400-500 mm/year) falls normally
in the summers and is often characterised by intensive thunderstorms.
Due to the small amount of rain the area is dry and the sandy soil is
easily eroded.7 The heat during the summer makes shading important.
The vegetation are characterised by different kind of Acacias and a
fairly developed grass layer. The wind often comes normally from northwest.

Historical background
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Kimberley was founded after the discovery of the first diamond in the
1860s. In the beginning the city was called New Rush but was later
renamed Kimberley, after a British Colonial Secretary. The first mine
site in the area started in 1871 and it is today the largest open mine dug
by hand in the world, known as “The Big Hole”.8

The concept of industrial compounds, being areas especially for the
workers, has its origin in Kimberley. Segregation started in 1880s as
mean for employers to control labour. The working class of all ethnic
orgin began to form solidarity so by introducing “villages” for white
people and “locations” for the black people the working class was
divided.9 One such location was the spontaneously grown residential
area Greater No 2, the earliest developed part of Galeshewe. The area
was named after a Tswana chief who fought the British colonialism at
the turn of the nineteenth century.10

After the First World War, Galeshewe was extended with new, planned
areas. The street structure indicates which parts that spontaneously
and which ones were planned. During 1956-1974, Galeshewe expanded
rapidly as a result of the Group Areas Act to a township for black
people.11

Map 1:4. Historical growing pattern of Galeshewe

Two overtly segregationist measures that had impact on the spatial planning during the apartheid period were the Land Acts and the Group
Areas Act. The Land Acts, from 1913 and 1936, stipulated that areas
where black people could have access to land rights were limited to
13% of the total land surface. Due to the dependence of black labour,
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Sol Plaatje Municipality’s Integrated Development Plan (IDP) from
2002 is a continuation of the Comprehensive Urban Plan. The IDP
contains analyses of today’s situation, points out future priority issues
and ends with how to implement the proposed projects. The concept
of Integrated Development Plan is included in the constitution of South
Africa. The basic needs of the community have to be prioritised to

The Comprehensive Urban Plan (CUP) of Kimberley, from 1998, was
the first plan of its kind in Kimberley and it was conducted in collaboration with the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
(SIDA). In the CUP strategies for a sustainable usage of human resources, physical resources and economic/financial resources are outlined. The plan consists of both text and maps were proposals concerning the most appropriate land use and provision of services as well
as facilities are presented.16

After 1994, different project has been started by the municipality in
order to integrate Galeshewe with the rest of Kimberley and attain a
balance in service and recourses between the different areas.

Plans and visions for Kimberley

In 1990 the process to reform South Africa from apartheid to democracy stated. The band against ANC was lifted and the ANC leader
Nelson Mandela was released after 27 years in prison. As a step in the
reform process the Group Areas Act was abolished 1991. Conditions
for spatial planning was changed and emphasis could be laid on the
task of moving towards integration. In 1992 the municipalities of
Galeshewe and Kimberley were amalgamated.13 The first general elections in South Africa were held in 1994.14 After the elections in 2000
the Sol Plaatje Municipality were established through fusion of Kimberley, Ritchie, surrounding commercial farms and rural areas.15 The
Municipality was named after Salomon T Plaatje, one founder member
of the ANC.

part of the black community was allowed to live in townships outside
the towns, in Kimberley’s case Galeshewe. As a mean to remove black
communities, living in white areas, to their own separate areas, the Group
Areas Act proved effective. It was passed 1950 and specified separate residential areas for the different racial groups. Even though segregation policies already had been used in many areas to separate the
different races, the Group Areas Act was devastating to a number of
communities.12
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promote social and economic development in the interest of the whole
population. This will be carried out trough structuring and management
of the administration, budget and planning process in the municipalities.17
The Master Plan work as legal document for implementation of plans
and new developments have to agree with the plan.18
In 2002 the Northern Cape Province started to build a new complex
for provincial offices in the southern parts of Galeshewe. A botanical
garden, office buildings and residential houses are planned next to the
legislature buildings. The City Centre, the new legislature area and the
Circle in Galeshewe will form a triangle of activities. This could form a
good base for future public transport routes connecting the different
parts of the city.

Map 1:5. The Kimberley activity triangle.

A large housing project in Kimberley, Hull Street Integrated Housing
project, is now being built east of the City centre. The Hull Street project
is unique in South Africa in the way it puts the ecological and sustainable development principles in practice. The housing project aims at
providing a high quality urban living environment, affordable for low
and medium income residents. The Moshoeshoe Street Eco Village in
Galeshewe is built as a pilot project for Hull Street, were eco-block
concept is being tested in small scale.19

The Corridor and Node Concept

The Activity Corridor concept includes many aspects. A few of them
will briefly be discussed here. An explanation of our interpretation will
be made as well as a discussion about the correlation between the
Nodes and Galeshewe Activity Corridor.

The activity corridor

The strategy of Activity Corridors is to promote economic growth by
integrating land use, transportation and road planning. One way of doing this could be to find areas of economic activities and improve the
opportunities for transportation to and within these areas. Another way
of doing it could be to alter the land use within existing transport routes
to enhance economic growth. A combination between these two approaches is probably what should and could be used in practise. Depending on the circumstances, a vital corridor can take many years to
develop. An example is the corridors in Curitiba, Brazil, that have taken
about 30 years to develop.20

According to The Comprehensive Urban Plan for Sol Plaatje Municipality, economic activity nodes and corridors refer to clusters of economic activities situated along main traffic routes. The purpose is to
provide affordable access to economic opportunities, especially for
those residents outside the mainstream of the formal economy.21 In
other words, the time has come to use the corridor concept in areas
like Galeshewe to improve conditions for economic activity and vitalize
the area. However, discussion about node development will show that
it is not solely the economic aspects that have an impact on nodes and
their vitality.

The concept Activity Corridor has been described in the following way:

“Activity corridor means a linear zone of development flanking a
public transport route. Note: The land use is of a mixed nature
and the objective is to get workplace, home and recreation as close
together as possible and densify the area and thus optimise public
transport.”22

This explanation puts emphasize on the shape (linear) and on the opinion that optimised public transport is needed so is high density with
mixed land uses. This is where other element of the corridor, the economic activity node becomes important.

The economic activity node is an area where activities are gathered.
The role of the corridor can be seen as the element providing users of
the activities. Creating of Economic Activity Nodes throughout the community can be seen as one way to improve the life of the area.

The role of the node
Our interpretation

Map 1:6. Galeshewe Activity Corridor and the three nodes in relationship
with the City Centre.

The Galeshewe Activity Corridor is in our proposal seen as the link
between the three nodes we have chosen to work with. The purpose
of the corridor is to supply the nodes with users of the activities. This
link is one of the major routes for public transports in Galeshewe and it
connects the three Economic Nodes.

Thus we se an economic activity node as a cluster of existing activities
believed to have qualities that make it suitable to develop. The development should include commercial as well as social service. Public
space plays an important role as supporter of commercial and social
services and should be designed to fit the residents’ need. The node
should also be provided with sufficient public transportation in order to
be accessible to everyone.

“First identify those existing spots in the community where
action seems to concentrate itself. Then modify the layout of the
paths in the community to bring as many of them through these
spots as possible. This makes each spot function as a “node” in
the path network. Then, at the centre of each node, make a
small public square, and surround it with a combination of
community facilities and shops which are mutually
supportive.” 23
This interpretation of the node concept implies that also public spaces
play an important role for the survival and development of an identified
node, a factor that has been neglected for a long time in previously
disadvantaged areas. The process of enhancing economic activity has
to a great extent been focused on finding willing investors and economic factors have been prioritised. Other issue that is brought into
light is that a node is not connected just to a linear corridor but to a
network of paths that will support the activities of the node. This is an
important view that has influenced us in the development of the
Galeshewe Activity Corridor.

Fig 1:2. The figure illustrates envisaged development of a node.
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