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This work is the diploma work for a Master Degree in Spatial Planning. The work 
has been performed as a joint project by two students. We, Johan Thein and Anna 
Wallin, have studied Spatial Planning in Karlskrona, Sweden, at Blekinge Institute of 
Technology for four and a half years. This diploma work has been possible thanks to 
SIDA’s scholarship for Minor Field Studies, MFS, which Anna received. 

The work started with a two months stay in Kimberley, South Africa. From the be-
ginning of October until the beginning of December 2003 we studied the area as well 
as planning practises to get familiar with the conditions in Greater No 2 and South 
Africa.

In January 2004 we continued the work in Sweden by compiling the collected 
material from Greater No 2 and developing proposals. The background, history 
and other general issues as inventory, interviews and analysis have been carried out 
together. General proposals for the area are also made jointly, this includes a hierar-
cical street system, overall structure, and ideas concerning how to create more public 
space in the area. After this we have individually focused on different places within 
the area and developed proposals for how they could become public places. We have 
also developed two more theoretical parts individually, this includes guidelines for 
the future development of the area, what the key issues for the future development of 
the area are and how and in which order changes can be implemented. 
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The project area, Greater No 2, is located in the city of 
Kimberley, South Africa. Kimberley together with its hin-
terland forms Sol Plaatje Municipality and is located in 
the eastern part of the Northern Cape Province. The reason 
why we have developed a spatial plan for Greater No 2, a 
part of the former black township Galeshewe, is that the 
municipality is working with a conservation project for the 
area, Conservation project Greater # 2. The project origi-
nally focused on bridging the gap in history by declaring a 
conservation area in a former disadvantaged area1. 

The central issue in the project is to upgrade the histori-
cally important houses pointed out by the McGregor 
Museum. but the project also specifically points out the 
need to improve the living environment for people living 
in Greater No 2. However, to make the project successful, 
economic, social and other environmental issues also need 
to be high lightened. Our part of this work is to present a 
proposal for upgrading streets and public places.2

The first step for Kimberley in fulfilling its role of local 
government was the preparation of a Comprehensive 
Urban Plan, CUP. The plan was completed during 1998 
and approved in 1999 by the Kimberley City Council. The 
Comprehensive Urban Plan for Sol Plaatje Municipality 
outlines the broad strategies for a more sustainable use 
of resources and includes both spatial and non-spatial 
issues.3 

Beside the CUP-document there is also a document 
named Integrated Development Plan, IDP. It is the central 
tool for developmental local government. The document 
shall assist municipalities, consisting of the elected repre-
sentatives (councillors), the residents (communities) and 
the council employees (administration) to prioritise their 
developmental needs and implement solutions that inte-
grate and maximise the use of available resources which 
means promoting sustainable development. Through IDP 
the municipality has an important tool of ensuring the al-
location of resources to redress the apartheid legacies.4  

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Map 1

Kimberley

Map 1. South Africa and 
the neighbour-countries; 
Namibia, Botswana, Zim-
babwe, Mocambique and 
Swazilamd (Map from; 
www.afrikagrupperna.se/
fakta/sydafrika/sakarta.html).



10

The main aim of this thesis is to present suggestions for how to create more public 
open spaces in the previously disadvantaged area Greater No 2. The aim is also to 
create a better living environment for the people in the area, by increasing the safety 
in public spaces and by designing them to become more esthetical appealing. In the 
report we will present proposals on how to upgrade and improve the qualities of the 
present street system at the same time as the few existing open areas are proposed to 
be turned into public open spaces. 

The main aim of this project incorporates how to increase and improve the amount of 
public space. Our goal is also to improve the accessibility and safety for unprotected 
road users by limiting car access to certain streets. By creating a hierarchical street 
system we want to increase the amount of public space for people in Greater No 2. 
The aim is to create public spaces that are characterised by high personal safety and 
provision of vegetation.  

A secondary aim for this project is to present ideas concerning how the Greater No 
2 area could develop in the future. This means both physical and strategic ideas con-
cerning the streets and plots as well as the order changes are to be implemented.

To achieve our goals we have developed two main themes for all the planning in 
Greater No 2; safety and vegetation. Safety we refer to both personal security during 
dark hours and the traffic environment, vegetation refers to the importance of trees 
and other types of green elements. These themes are intended to permeate all 
proposals.

A I M
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During our time in Kimberley the main focus was to get to 
know the area and to collect as much material as possible. 
Our “base” was an office room at the municipality Town 
Planning Office. The first weeks were spent on reading 
documents and searching for material as well as trying 
to get to know the city and the project area. Eventually 
we moved over to walking in the area, talking to people 
spontaneously as well as performing more organised 
interviews. By these contacts, we think we have gained 
a reasonable understanding for the living conditions in 
this district. We have also talked to a number of people 
working in different authorities and companies. For 
example representatives for the police, people working at 
the municipality; planning unit, park section, electricity, 
technical services, Local Economic Development, LED, 
and the Tourist Information Centre. We have also talked 
to people from the McGregor Museum and consultants 
working for the municipality; MCA Planners.

Besides interviews, inventorying the area and taking 
pictures we have also performed two different kinds of 
analysis to try to understand the area better. The first one 
is a study of streets and open spaces. This Street&Place 
analysis has helped us to see the different streets, their size 
and importance, where people move most frequently and 
where the different important places for formal as well 
as informal meetings are. The other analysis is a SWOT-
analysis that has helped us to see different strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats the area is facing. 

M E T H O D
The report is divided into two main parts, planning condi-
tions and proposals. For those who are more familiar with 
the area the proposals are possible to read and understand 
without having to read background, inventory, interviews, 
analysis and summary conditions. The proposal part 
begins with the overall structure, the hierarchical street 
system, and continues with the individually developed 
physical proposals. The physical proposals are followed 
by two more theoretical parts about the future develop-
ment of Greater No 2.  

In the report we have used some words that are specific 
for South Africa. Tuck shops are small stores located in 
private houses, which offer drinks and snacks. Shebeens 
are places which serve alcohol while taverns are places 
that offer more than just drinks. In a tavern it is for 
example also possible to eat simple fast food dishes. 
Shacks are small simple houses built in corrugated iron, 
wood and other materials that are inexpensive and easy 
to find. Backyard dwellers are residents living in shacks 
or other small buildings on other peoples plots. When 
prices are mentioned in the text they are given in the South 
African currency, Rand. One Rand, R 1, is approximately 
1,27 SEK5. 

All photos, maps and illustrations in the report are 
produced by ourselves except for Map 1 on page 9, Map 
20 on page 75, Fig. 5 on page 19, Fig. 9 on page 21 and 
Fig. 107 on page 85. Digital material for maps as well as 
aerial photo was provided by Sol Plaatje Municipality.  

R E A D I N G  
I N S T R U C T I O N S
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The structure of South African cities is the result of 
apartheid policies, associated planning approaches and 
economic forces which have influenced the development 
of cities, towns and townships. This planning has resulted 
in spatial separation of residential areas according to class 
and race, urban sprawl and disparate levels of service pro-
vision. This has lead to a concentration of poor people in 
relatively high-density areas on the urban peripheries and 
the wealthier group in the core and intermediate areas.6 
The development has led to very inequitable, inefficient, 
unsustainable and expensive cities to manage and maintain 
and to exacerbating poverty and unemployment. Both 
the country’s history and a number of trends, which are 
evident all over the world, are reflected in current urban 
structure. Evidence for this new trend is the new scale of 
our cities, their extended spread or reach and their multi-
centred form.7

Galeshewe Greater No 2 is the only remaining settle-
ment of the original four black ones in Kimberley and 
today forms an integral part of the city. The topography 
of the area is almost flat. The street pattern is basically a 
grid pattern with many, very small plots. The streets are a 
bit bending and it seems to have developed more or less 
spontaneous, just like Kimberley in the early days.8 In the 
the beginning there were informal agreements between the 
landowner and the residents but no formal planning. This 
semi-spontaneous development resulted in an area with 
narrow and a bit bending streets and without public open 
spaces. Green areas were also set aside during develop-
ment of the area. 

The narrow streets have recently, in 1998, been paved. 
Many houses are built close to the streets and with narrow 
sidewalks between 1-2 meters wide this leaves little room 
for changes along the streets. Almost all open spaces 
have been utilised for housing. The previous buffer-zone 
between Greater No 2 and the city of Kimberley, estab-
lished during the apartheid era, is today slowly developed. 
The municipality has started to build on it and new plans, 
including a road reserve, are under development.9 

There are no parks within the area and only two public 
open spaces, a centrally located square and a place along 
Morgan Street with a car-wash (See INVENTORY MAP at 
the end of the report). The only vegetation in the area is 
trees on private plots, some including a garden. During 
summer it can be a very hot, dusty and unfriendly environ-
ment for the inhabitants. When it rains the rainwater can 
not infiltrate because of the hard and solid soil. This causes 
problem during rain seasons and the streets then work as 
drainage channels for surface water. 

Greater No 2 is an old area, over 100 years old, and has 
got  a number of historically and architecturally interest-
ing houses which by the McGregor Museum have been 
pointed out as conservation worthy.  Most of the houses, 
both old and more recent ones, are very small with few 
rooms. Many plots also house backyard dwellers in shacks 
and other extensions to the main house. As climate is hot 
and tradition is to socialize with other people outside, an 
extensive part of the social life is taking place outdoor. 
Places that can offer shade and some green elements are 
thus highly desired.

B A C K G R O U N D
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Fig. 1 Fig. 3

Fig. 2 Fig. 4

1. Urban sprawl, here 
illustrated with a view from 
Port Elisabeth.
2. Some of the historically 
and architecturally important 
houses in Greater No 2.
3. The square, one of the 
two public open spaces in 
Greater No 2.
4. The narrow, stone paved 
streets and the houses located 
close to the plot boundaries. 
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The main reason for the municipality´s interest in the area 
Greater No 2 is the historical heritage, but also because it 
is an old residential area where about 8 000 people live. 
Historic maps and documents show that people settled in 
Greater No 2 as early as in the 1870’s. The settlers were 
Black people, pioneers, who searched for work during the 
diamond rush in and around Kimberley.10 Other settle-
ments in Kimberley from this time were either demolished 
during the Anglo-Boer War or moved during the apartheid 
era. However, Galeshewe Greater No 2 is still existing 
and therefore the only remaining black location from this 
period.

One of the main reasons why this suburb is so important 
to preserve is that it reflects the parallel and contrasting 
lifestyle and living conditions to what is found in other 
suburbs from the same time in Kimberley, like the tradi-
tional white area Belgravia. This makes it unique and an 
important part of the South African history.11

The original suburb and street pattern remains largely 
untouched and gives a good picture of a historical Black 
suburb. The old bending streets give the area a unique 
character together with the mud brick houses in Victorian 
and Edwardian styles. However, most people living in the 
area today do not have financial possibilities to maintain or 
upgrade their houses themselves. This is why a lot of the 
houses in the area are dilapidated. For dwellers in greatest 
need it is possible to recieve financial support from the 
municipality to build a new house.  

During our interviews we have understood that people like 
their area a lot and they have much knowledge about its 
history. Many inhabitants have lived there their whole life 
and according to themselves the social ties between people 
are strong. However, poverty, unemployment and lack of 
social activities lead to many minor crimes and alcohol 
abuse. These factors sometimes create an unfriendly at-
mosphere in the streets, leading to a reputation that the 
area does not deserve12. Due to crowded living conditions 
and traditions, many people spend a lot of time outdoor 
and the attitude is most of the time very friendly. We think 
more public open spaces to use for socialising, playing, 
trade, sport and other events would be a great asset for the 
people living in Greater No 2, as well as for visitors from 
outside.

WHY CHANGES?

Map 2 

Map 2. Greater No 2  covers 
an area of approximately 57 
ha, or 1% of the city´s total 
area. It is home for 3,5%, 
or nearly 8000 people, of 
Kimberley´s population.    0                        500 Meters

GREATER No 2 - the residential area
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A central issue in our project is why it is so important with 
public open spaces, especially in former disadvantaged 
areas. Public space is a part of the urban structure, linking  
the different areas and functions in a city. If public space 
is properly developed, it can promote social interaction as 
well as economic activities and help to strengthen people’s 
apprehension of the district and the city. Public spaces can 
be everything from parks and large open areas to local 
district squares and street network system. 

The following definitions regarding various kinds of public 
space are given in South African planning documents;  

The definition of ”Public place” in Kimberley Zooning 
Scheme is; ”Public place means any land which is used or 
set aside in this Scheme for use by the public as an open 
space, park, garden, playground, recreation ground, plain 
or sports ground, which is under the direct control of the 
Council”.

The definition of ”Private open space” in Kimberley 
Zooning Scheme is; ”Private open space means any land 
which is set aside in this Scheme for use as a private 
ground for sport, play, rest or recreation purposes or as 
an ornamental or pleasure garden, provided the ground is 
under the control of a private person or body”. 

The definition of ”Open space” in Town Planning Con-
ditions for Galeshewe In Terms Of Regulation is; ”Open 
space means land which is utilised for informal recreation 
and where no improvements other than ancillary play ap-
paratus may be implemented”.

According to the Kimberley Open Space System, KIMOSS, 
there are two types of open spaces, hard and soft. Hard 
open spaces are places like roads, parking areas etc 
while soft open spaces are parks, sport-grounds etc. The 
KIMOSS also discuss public open space as systems that 
accommodate a social infrastructure. These places provide 
public amenities, which can operate as extensions to the 
individual dwellings, especially in poorer communities, 
were fewer household activities can be conducted due to 
the fact that they often have limited private space. Other 
functions or investments could be attracted to the public 
amenities since these are the places where people gather 
and move. 

In Galeshewe Urban Renewal Programme the Northern 
Cape Development Consortium, NCDC, defines good 
public spaces as places having definitions, boundaries, 
which communicate where the edges of the street or 
square are. The boundaries set public spaces apart, they 
keeps the eyes in the space and they makes it a place. The 
NCDC mean that people share and benefit from public 
spaces and that places are the interface of human engage-
ment but they mean that the whole township of Galeshewe 
suffers from poor definition of public spaces. 

By more clearly defined public spaces in Greater No 2 we 
mean that the area could gain both socially, esthetically 
and eventually also economically. When we use the term 
”public open space” we agree with the definitions used in 
Kimberley Zooning Scheme, the Kimberley Open Space 
System and the Galeshewe Urban Renewal Programme. 

PUBLIC SPACE
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We would however like to add that such outdoor places 
should be accessible for the community at all times. Thus 
places that are not fenced or gated in any form. 

Places that are meant for the PUBLIC shall be available to 
all, if they are to be considered as PUBLIC open spaces. 
Public places are at the same time meeting places and 
places where you can be anonymous and not recognised 
since there are usually a lot of people present. It is up to 
the individual if he or she want to socialise or be anony-
mous and spend time alone at the place. Good public 
spaces attract people from all over, which means that you 
can meet people from other cultures and countries. Good 
public places also attract all age groups which makes them 
even more interesting. They are places to meet new people 
and maybe new friends. 

Public places can vary from calm places like a park to 
sport-fields or a hectic shopping market. You use different 
places for different modes and purposes. Different kinds of 
public spaces, like parks, squares or playgrounds promote 
diversification within a city and meet different peoples 
needs. 
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1488  A Portuguese ship rounded the Cape of Good 
Hope and the European people received 
knowledge about the existence of South Africa.

1652  The white colonisation started. Jan van 
Riebeeck, from the Netherlands, landed in Table 
Bay, today the city of Cape Town. Eventually 
the British followed and a conflict arose.  

1899  The conflict between the British people and the 
Afrikander led to a war, the Anglo-Boer War. 

 
1902  The conditions of peace were signed and 

formed a constitution for the South African 
union. The constitution was in force in 1910. 

1912 The South African Native National Congress, 
later to become ANC, was formed.

 
1913  Through the Land Areas Act special 

”homelands” were constructed by the 
government to separate different ethnic groups.

1948  The Nationalist Party won the election with the 
demand of consequent use of race barrier called 
apartheid. The fundamental idea was that all 
Africans should live in special ”homelands”. 
ANC challenges the Nationalist Party and their 
politics through a campaign where all the race 
laws were broken.

1950’s  A number of laws started to be put together by 
the National Party, laws which eventually came 
to constitute the structure of apartheid.

1955 ANC approves a program, a declaration of 
freedom, that aimes at a free and democratic 
Southafrica without any racial segregation. 
The program results in a trial where the party is 
accused for treachery.

1959  The Coloured Proclamation Act was introduced 

by the government. This classification became 
fundamental to what kind of life people could 
live, some were given rights and others lost 
theirs.

1960 A large number of Black people gets killed 
an injured in an incident in Sharpeville. The 
incident results in ANC starting an armed fight 
against the government. Eventually ANC was 
banned by the government and the party had to 
continue their work in secret.

1976 After riots in Soweto many Black people joined 
ANC´s armed force; Umkhonto we Siswe. The 
support for ANC increases and the old leaders, 
Oliver Tambo and Nelson Mandela, were 
now considered to be the leaders of the Black 
people. During the late seventies and early 
eighties the violence increases between ANC 
and government forces.

1990  The prohibition against African National 
Congress, ANC, Pan African Congress, PAC, 
South African Community Party and another 31 
illegal organizations were abolished, political 
prisoners prisoned for non-violent sanctions 
were free and a number of other restrictions 
were abolished. Nelson Mandela was released 
from prison after 27 years behind bars. 

1994  On April 27 ANC wins the first free elections 
and Nelson Mandela is elected as president. 
ANC forms a coalition with the other national 
parties. 

1996 The new constitution is in force.

1997 Thabo Mbeki takes over the leadership for ANC 
after Nelson Mandela.

1999 In the elections 1999 Thabo Mbeki is elected as 
president for Southafrica.

HISTORY -     AN OVERVIEW TO SOUTHAFRICAN HISTORY

The description of the 
Southafrican history is based 
on Babic-Odlander L, 1999, 
Pinchuck T, McCrea B, Reid 
D & Mthembu-Salter G, 
2002, and Nationalencyklo-
pedin, 2000.  
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According to the IDP Kimberley dates back to the 1700’s 
and is an important historical city in South Africa. Kim-
berley has a particular responsibility for the preservation 
of its historical physical environment, not only for the city 
itself with its inhabitants but also for the attractiveness 
for tourists. The colonial part of the history is fairly well 
preserved and documented but in the past previously dis-
advantaged areas with a rich historical heritage have been 
neglected.

The Diamond fields area13, where Kimberley is located, 
was once unpromising farmland, marked by occasional 
hills inhibited by pioneer farmers and the griquas, a group 
of independent people of mixed race. This picture changed 
in 1866, when a 15 year old boy noticed a shiny white 
pebble on the banks of Orange River near Hopetown about 
120 kilometers southwest of Kimberley. Soon after that 
another Hopetown resident found a 83,5 carat diamond. 
These discoveries provoked wild optimism. By the year 
of 1873 about 50 000 people lived along the banks of the 
Orange River and Vaal river. Though many diamonds were 
found in the rivers, prospectors began to search around in 
the dry land between them. Two of the most promising 
dry diggings were on a farm owned by two brothers, Die-
derick Arnoldus de Beer and Johannes Nicholas de Beer. 
The brothers sold the farm in 1871 and the two sites later 
became Kimberley Mine and De Beers Mine. The most 
frenetic mining activity of the early years took place at 
the Kimberley Mine, or as it was also called, the Big Hole. 
In those days Kimberley were a hard place to live in, with 
little authority or structure. 

The story of the Kimberley Mine14 site starts 16th of July 
1871 when the two Afrikander brothers found the first 
diamond in Kimberley. The big rush started a mere two 
days later. The site was a small hill later called Coles-
berg Kopje. What once was a small hill is today a big 
hole. People came from all over, from America, England, 
Australia, Germany, Russia, the East and from Southern 
African hinterland and today the Big Hole is the largest 
hand-dugged excavation in the world. It measures 240 
meters in depth and has a surface area of 17 hectares and 
a perimeter of 1,6 kilometers. All mining activities at this 
mine ceased on the 14th of August 1914. By that time the 
Kimberley Mine had yield 2722 kilograms of diamonds 
extracted from 22,5 million tons of excavated earth. 

The central part of Kimberley was a very modern city at 
the beginning of the diamond-mining period. For example, 
the city had electric street lights only one week after New 
York. The city also had a drive-in pub, the Half Way Pub, 
used by people travelling between the mines and the city 
center. Kimberley is also known for having had most mil-
lionaires per square kilometer during the 19th century.15 
However, development was slow in the townships and 
people living there did not have the same service facilities 
and technical infrastructure as the rest of the city.

Today Kimberley is the main city in The Northern Cape 
Province and the provincial government was until recently 
based in the City Centre. However, in an attempt to 
improve the balance between the eastern and western part 
of the city the legislature has now moved to a new location 
close to Galeshewe (See Map 3 on page 20).

KIMBERLEY
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Fig. 5 

Fig. 7

Fig. 6 Fig. 8

5. Diamond fever at The 
Kimberley Mine in the late 
19th century (Picture from; 
Kimberley The City that 
Sparkles!).
6. The Kimberley Mine/The 
Big Hole today.
7. Diamonds are today sorted 
in the Harry Oppenhimer 
House in the city centre.
8. The tram, a modernity 
from the old days.
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Map 3. The city of Kimberley. 
The township Galeshewe is 
located in the north west-
ern part of the city and the 
project area, Greater No 2, 
is located on the edge of the 
township.
The given years indicate 
when a more organised 
development of the area took 
place.
Map 4. The boundaries for 
the project area are Method-
ist Street in the north, the 
old buffer zone in the east, 
the police station and the old 
buildings in the south and 
Morgan Street in the west. 

Scale 1:100 000
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Potential conservation area - Project area Greater No 2
(Integrated Development Plan, 2002)
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