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The purpose of the former chapters has been to analyse and 
illustrate Motherwell today; its weaknesses and qualities.
Our inventory, theoretical background and analysis have 
helped us to decide which issues to address in our plan 
proposals. The cornerstones of our proposal are the three 
guiding principles, accessibility, densification and usable 
public spaces, which will be described below. 

Guiding principle no 1: accessibility
High accessibility is to easily move trough an area by routes
connected to each other, especially for pedestrians and 
bicyclists.  We consider directness, safety and security to be 
the three most important aspects when planning a pedestrian 
network.

Both our inventory and analysis points out that Motherwell is 
a fragmented and segregated spatial system; the accessibility 
is low because of the tree like structure with many streets 
ending in unconnected dead ends or loops. The street network 
prioritizes vehicle traffic and the pedestrian network is very 
fragmented with a lot of “missing links”. We have observed 
that people makes their own paths were sidewalks and 
pedestrian paths are missing. It is important to lead 
pedestrians the shortest possible way; otherwise the new 
paths will be unused.

Accessibility is also about safety and security, which can be 
supported by physical design. Safety is about avoiding 
accidents between vehicles, pedestrians and bicyclists by 
creating well designed crossing points and to separate 
different modes of traffic.  The security issues are very 
important since even though the pedestrian network is direct, 
it is useless if people do not dare to use it.  It is important to 
see other people and also to be seen, this gives social control. 
The feeling of security depends on the activity level on the 
street and the surrounding environment. A pedestrian 
network must be pleasant to use during all hours of the 24-
hour period, therefore is street lighting a necessary element in 
the physical design. 

A secondary grid structure needs to be created for pedestrians 
with new links connected to the existing street network. It is 
especially important to improve the accessibility to the Town 
Centre from NU 5 and 6, and to important functions, such as 
public spaces, bus- and taxi stops, schools, supermarkets etc. 
within the Neighbourhood Unit



79

Guiding principle no 2: densification
The density in Motherwell is low as a result of the housing 
typology and large land provisions for public facilities such as 
school sites and public spaces. Future expansion of 
Motherwell with the same typology and large land provision 
will lead to a continued low density and sprawl. This “non-
urban” way of building is not sustainable in the future 
because it makes it difficult to achieve sufficient 
concentrations of people to provide necessary public facilities. 

The density can be increased by building high density 
residential with a mix of housing typologies on undeveloped 
land as well as in the nodes and along the main streets.  Mixed
housing typologies increase the options of achieving a more 
varied composition of people, from different income groups 
and stages in life. Higher density of people may create a 
critical mass, for better service, more economic activities, and 
improved public transportations. Today the lack of public 
facilities in the area leads to long walking distances to basic 
community facilities, which should be highly accessible. When
public and commercial facilities are brought together with 
residential, strong nodes can develop.

A more compact community gives opportunities to create a 
more varied environment with stronger edges, landmarks and 
nodes. Infill development and new residential on the vacant 
land will lead to a more legible environment, since the edges 

between residential areas and nodes becomes more defined 
and the new buildings and places will function as landmarks.

A more dense environment does not only give physical
benefits, a larger amount of people assembled creates
possibilities for a more lively and pleasant environment where 
people like to spend time and feel safe.

Guiding principle no 3: public space 
for public use
We have observed that the activity level on public spaces is 
low. There are several public open spaces within the 
neighbourhood but they do not invite people to spend time,
since there are no benches, no trees for shadow, and most of 
all there is a lack of other people, the only use seem to be as
shortcuts during day. During night they are just scary dark 
gaps.

The project area only has one public square and no parks; 
therefore we see a large need for well designed meeting places 
such as parks and squares. Public open spaces should be 
provided at several levels and different scales, within the 
housing cluster, neighbourhood and community, well 
integrated with the pedestrian routes. Focus must be on the 
usability and on creating a human scale on public places to 
make people feel comfortable when using them. We do not
consider this goal can be achieved having a programmatic 



80

approach, using planning standards saying x residents 
generates x square meter of public open space.

There is no vibrant street life in Motherwell; we believe it 
partly is the result of the physical structure with the lacking 
streetscape and designed public spaces, such as that most 
houses are turning their entrance away from the main streets.
Watching other people is an important occupation 
occupations of those using public space, empty streets lead to 
a viscous circle.37

To create a lively street life within the neighbourhood, there
need to be transitions between the private and public, semi
private and semi public places. 

The goal is to make public spaces so pleasant and lively that 
people find them attractive and wants to spend more time 
using them then they do today.

37 Gehl, J. (2001).
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Attractive public space, Kungsträdgården in Stockholm, Sweden 


