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OUR PROPOSAL
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Our goal with the proposal is to increase accessibility by 
splitting up the treelike pattern of roads in existing 
neighbourhoods and create a grid structure in the new part. 
We propose a grid structure, because it has several 
advantages, such as many connections to every destination 
and regularity in the block structure, which gives possibilities 
for well defined streetscape and blocks of a proper scale. It 
does not seem natural to propose an organic structure because 
of the flat terrain with no organic shapes.

The new part proposed on vacant land next to Motherwell 
Town Centre will be a dense area; primarily for residential
purpose, but public functions will also be integrated in the 
area. To densify the Neighbourhood Units we propose; infill 
housing on undeveloped school sites and public places, and 
multi-level houses with mixed use in the nodes. 

Improvements in the overall structure of public space are 
suggested through developing existing spaces and adding 
several new ones within the new residential area. Public 
spaces will be more accessible through the green links. 
Existing public spaces will be made more usable by limiting
their size and scale, landscaping and design and by connecting 
them to the green links. Location of new public spaces like 
parks, pocket parks and squares will be carefully chosen from 
the point of view that “people want to see people”.

Accessibility
To primarily improve the conditions for pedestrians, new 
links are proposed by creating a secondary network suitable 
for pedestrians and bicyclists, which today is absent. 

A pedestrian network is proposed between Motherwell Town 
Centre and the Neighbourhood Units and to the local centres-
minor nodes from all parts of the residential area. A grid 
network of pedestrian lanes increase the options for the 
pedestrian to choose a lane depending on destination and the 
activity level in the surrounding environment; for example to 
walk along main streets during day time and walk 
surrounded by residential during night time.

We propose a pedestrian network to be constructed by two 
measures;

• Building new pedestrian and bicycle lanes along 
existing and new streets.

• Formalizing “the missing links”, small paths, mostly 
shortcuts, into pedestrian and bicycle lanes.
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Map 23.
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Pedestrians and bicyclists shall be able to travel on their own 
separate lane along the main streets, to reach important 
targets such as the Town Centre. Where pedestrians cross 
streets with vehicle traffic there shall be safety arrangements 
such as bumps for speed reduction, robots or a raised surface 
which makes the pedestrian more visible.

Street lighting needs to be provided and it shall be suitable for 
pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles. Lighting in pedestrian lanes 
should be small scale so users are visible for others in the 
surroundings and feel safe to walk during evenings when the 
activity level is low.

Today there are only two main entrances to each 
“Neighbourhood Unit-part”. The new pedestrian links will 
contribute to open up the area and create several small 
entrances.

The physical transformation of the “missing links” into formal 
pedestrian and bicycle lanes can be done as a community
participation project, where residents can be involved. 

When formalising the missing links some of the existing plots 
will be required. Residents concerned will have to be
relocated to new plots within the area.

Green links 
We propose “Green links” which will function as small parks 
or green corridors and connections between parks, other 
public spaces and the Nature Reserve. The many small strips 
in the Neighbourhood Units zoned as public place together
with the missing links constitute the Green links.

The Green links are streets with a paved lane for pedestrians 
and bicyclists, provided with lighting and places to sit 
surrounded by a lot of vegetation. They will function as 
recreational areas in the residential area leading to a park or 
other kind of public open space. They are part of the
secondary street structure. Our intention behind the links is
that it should be chosen by residents instead of the ordinary 
street, using it for recreational purposes and not only for 
transportation.

Section of the Green link a long a street
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Map 24.
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An important part of this Green link system will be the 
Railway Reserve, which connects the northern and southern 
parts of Motherwell. It will also be a valuable green element in 
the new high density residential area. One of the Green links 
connects two important green areas, Nelson Mandela Peace 
Park and the Nature Reserve. 

Hierarchy of streets
Our analysis points out a poor legibility within the area; we 
believe a more clear hierarchy of streets will lead to a more 
legible environment. Different scales of the streetscape will 
indicate the hierarchy of streets. 

Main streets 
The two main streets, Tyinira Street and W. M. Maku Street 
are important for the whole of Motherwell, since they are the 
entrance streets and thoroughfare to and from the area.
Tyinira Street runs along the whole of Motherwell and will be 
a high intensity corridor with busses running to Port Elizabeth 
as a part of the Khulani corridor (see map 7 page 33). It is the 

spine in the street network which connects the different parts
in the area. The street design will indicate its importance by a 
narrow streetscape with multi-level houses, street lighting,
trees and plantings. The street is primarily designed for bus 
and car traffic, with two lanes in each direction and bus
pockets in connection to the bus stops. The traffic intensity 
and speed will be high in Tyinira Street, therefore we propose 
a pedestrian lane on each side and a separate lane for 
bicyclists. One Part of W.M. Maku Street has already today a 
good street design, with sidewalks, lighting and trees, which 
should be applied along the whole street.

Section of the Railway Reserve

Section of Tyinira Street
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Map 25. 
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Primary streets
There will be few activities along the primary streets; they 
function mostly as thoroughfare streets through the south 
western parts of Motherwell. Car traffic will be prioritized but 
the speed limited where pedestrian lanes are crossing the 
streets.

Secondary streets
The Ringroad will be a high activity street, since all the 
residents living in NU 5 and NU 6 use it to enter the
residential areas. It will also be the main streets for public 
transportations within the area, with three major pick up and 
drop off points in the nodes and some stops between. These 
streets shall be shaped in a way so pedestrians easily can cross
them, walking to the daily services within the nodes. They 
will be a part of the secondary street structure – the pedestrian 
network. Lighting needs to be provided for both pedestrians 
and vehicles, both small and large scale lighting.

Section of a thoroughfare street

Section of the Ringroad
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Tertiary streets 
Tertiary streets constitute the main feeder streets in the 
residential areas. Use of cars on these streets is limited to those 
living in the blocks along the street. The speed of vehicles will 
be reduced by physical elements such as bumps, pavement, 
and narrowing of the street. Together with the Green links, 
new pedestrian and bicycle links, tertiary streets form a 
network for pedestrians through the area.

Cluster/block Street 
The cluster streets are mainly for the residents within the area 
with a semi private character, some of them will provide 
parking along the street. These streets will have low flows of 
vehicle traffic. Bicyclists will share the street space with 
vehicles; pedestrians are refereed to sidewalks.

New Links for vehicles
Some links between the Neighbourhood Units will be for both 
pedestrians and vehicle traffic to create a better connection
between them.

Section of a main feeder street in residential areas Section of a cluster street without parking along the sides.
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Densification
On larger areas of vacant land in existing residential areas we
propose new blocks with a mix of single- and double storey 
semi detached houses and double storey row houses on small 
plots. We consider these housing typologies suitable to 
achieve a high density but still be in line with the character of 
the existing development.

On some of the small undeveloped public spaces and church 
sites we propose infill dwellings which aim to close the block 
structure. These infill houses will be single storey detached as 
the rest of the houses in the block. Residential development
within the Neighbourhood Units will result in approximately 
1400 new households and 5600 new residents based on a 
household size of four persons.

On the large vacant area south east of the Town Centre 
residential will be developed according to the proposed grid
structure. In line with the Masterplan, we propose Tyinira 
Street to be an activity corridor with retail, good access to 
supply of public transportation and high density housing 
along the street. The streetscape needs to indicate the 
importance of this street and we therefore propose multi-level
residential along Tyinira Street. In remaining parts we 
propose a dense (gross density of approximately 60 units per 
hectare) mix of single and double storey dwellings (see

detailed proposal page 99). Residential development at the 
vacant land around the centre will result in approximately 
5000 new residential and 20.000 inhabitants.

A principle for residential development (except from infill) 
should be to gather the houses around a semi private
communal space which can constitute a courtyard; the 
housing cluster should also have good connection to a crèche,
community house and a semi public square.  The main access
to the housing units should be from the surrounding streets, 
as in the Imizi and Sakhuluntu Village proposals (see ongoing 
projects page 30) for a semi private character of the courtyard. 

The Masterplan suggests residential land use for the Buffer
zone at a minimum density of 20 units per hectare. This 
would be “high investment” residential with larger plots and 
houses than average. We consider this as a last option, it is 
more important to first densify within Motherwell. 

Nodes
We propose to gather public functions around the Town 
Centre, Clinic and Community Support Centre. For example
can a tertiary school and library be built in the central part to 
strengthen it as the main node. The Town Centre suggests to 
be extended towards the Sports Centre. 
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Row house in Central Port Elizabeth
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We suggest a “travel centre” to be located in the front of 
Motherwell Town Centre facing Tyinira Street. By “travel
centre” we mean a place designed to make it convenient and 
safe to use and approach public transportations. First of all 
this include a coordination of buses, minibus taxis and 
Jikelezas. Secondly it shall provide covered shelters and places 
to sit.  It will be the main pick up and drop off point for the 
public transportations such as buses operating Kuhlani 
corridor and minibus taxis. It will also be the main point for 
change of transportation mode. 

We propose further development of the nodes in 
Neighbourhood Unit 5 and Neighbourhood Unit 6 and a new 
node on the vacant land (see detailed proposal node
Neighbourhood Unit 5 and new node, see page 111). The
nodes will be situated along the Ringroad with approximately 
one kilometre distance in-between.  Nodes will have a mixed 
use; dwellings in multi-level houses will be integrated with 
facilities such as retail, post office, bank, ward office, 
community hall, and squares with informal trading etc. It is 
important for the nodes to differ from the surroundings 
regarding density and building height. Then they can function 
as landmarks which give an identity to the Neighbourhood 
Units and help people travelling along the Ringroad orientate
oneself. New large buildings such as a library and a tertiary
school close to the town centre can also be designed in such a 
way that they will function as landmarks.

Sports centre and fields
All new residential near the central area will generate a larger 
demand for sports facilities; therefore we propose land 
provisions to be made for a future expansion of Raymond 
Mhlaba Sports Centre (see map 23 page 85).

We propose one major sports stadium, with multiple facilities, 
change rooms and other support facilities to be placed in 
Neighbourhood Unit 5 in connection too the primary- and
secondary school. This proposal is not in line with the 
Masterplan, which suggests a location of a sports stadium on 
a vacant piece of land within the neighbourhood. We consider 
this place more suitable for residential purposes because
many people pass on their way to the node and to the schools. 
A sports field will probably be a fenced area which is dark 
and unsafe during evenings and nights, it will then be a 
barrier. A sports field is suggested to be located on the large
school site of Cingani Primary School in Neighbourhood Unit
6. It will contain two fields, one for soccer and one for 
example basketball and netball. 

Light industrial
In line with the Masterplan we suggests an area of light 
industrial and small scale businesses to be located in the most 
south- eastern part of the vacant land. The location next to 
Dibanisa Road will give the businesses good location for
advertising.
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Public space for public use
Large parks
Parks should include several functions so they will attract 
both children and adults. We propose to create small spaces 
within the larger space. Larger parks can include a braii place, 
playgrounds and a sports field for activities such as 
basketball, football and skateboard. By gathering all these 
functions the place can be usable and lively during both days 
and evenings.  It is very popular to have a barbeque, a braii, 
among all South Africans. There is one braii place in the 
project area today, so it is a need of larger spaces where 
families and friends can braii together.

Larger parks in our proposal will be connected by the Green
links, which will increase the amount of people moving in the 
area.  This will have two advantages; enjoyment for people 
passing by the parks and a social control contributing to a 
feeling of safety for people spending time in the park.

Playground, St George’s Park in Port Elizabeth

Alternatives of shade
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Small parks and squares
Small “pocket parks” constitute calm places integrated in
areas for residential purposes. They may have playgrounds
for the youngest children and places to sit in the shadow.

Parts of the ponds will be used as public space, by adding a 
hard surface and building stairs with wide steps on the sides. 
People can use the upper parts of the stairs to sit on, also
when the pond is filled with water. When there is no water 
people can sit and watch activities taking place on the pond
floor.

Retention pond

Small square at Parliment Street in Port Elizabeth Illustration of a more usable pond
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Squares can be built in connection to the nodes and 
supermarkets in the Neighbourhood Units, where a larger 
amount of people pass or stop to shop or just watch other 
people. A square should have such dimensions that people
can overview it and see what is going on the other side of the 
square. The squares need to provide good seating possibilities.

By small measures minor places such as “empty corners” in 
existing residential areas can be developed through planting a 
tree, providing seating and new pavement. Small places like 
this where residents easily can meet and sit down for a 
moment, can contribute to a “sense of togetherness”.

The new residential area will have a range of public spaces 
such as public parks and squares which aim to serve several 
blocks, semi public pocket parks or squares which serve one 
block and semi private communal space within the housing 
cluster.

Empty corner in a Neighbourhood Unit

Illustration of a small space with pavement and seating


