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HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL
detailed proposal by 
Karin Telldén
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The aim of my proposal is to present a way of densification 
for one part of the vacant land close to the Town Centre. 
Densification is important to strengthen this central part of 
Motherwell and Tyinira Street as the future urban spine. 

I propose a structure which is built up by small blocks of
dwellings (housing clusters), to create a dense small scale 
residential area with a clear structure ranging, from private to 
public. It is important for the new residential area to function 
as a link between the existing Neighbourhood Units on each 
side of the vacant land. This will be possible by many new 
streets which makes it easy and pleasant to walk through the 
new neighbourhood.

Facilities and recreational spaces on both the local level and 
community level will be highly accessible for the residents
through pedestrian friendly streets and carefully chosen 
location.  The most necessary services such as pre-schools
(crèche) and shops with necessary daily goods will be
provided in close connection to each block of dwellings. Other 
facilities, such as clinic, supermarkets, transportations etc, will 
be located within the new local centre- node. 

There will be several options of lanes for the pedestrian to 
choose, which increase the chances for residents to walk safely 
within the area during all hours. Residents will always have 
the option to walk along a residential street with lighting and
along dwellings; which will contribute to safety and security.

Each block will have a limited amount of residents. A dense 
and intimate character makes it possible for residents to 
recognize each other and know who “belongs” to the housing 
cluster. Each dwelling is small (approximately 40-50 square
meters) this means that also the blocks will need to be quite 
small.

Location of detailed proposal- High density residential 
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Map 26.



102

Structure of spaces 
- from private to public
My proposal aims to provide private and semi private spaces 
where people can meet and interact with their neighbours as 
well as public and semi public spaces where people can get 
together in connection to their daily activities, such as leaving 
the children at the pre-school or shopping their daily goods in 
the small local shop (see map 26 page 101).

Double storey detached houses have their own front- and
back yard which constitute each family’s private plot. Front 
yards will function as a transition between the private house 
and the public street. The main entrance to each dwelling is 
from the front yard facing the street, which makes it less 
private then the back yard and contribute to a high activity 
level on the streets surrounding the block.  Each housing 
cluster is assembled around a communal area, which will be a 
semi private place where children can play and neighbours 
can meet.

Small squares and parks are proposed in connection to the 
blocks, where pre-school (crèche) facilities and small shops 
will be located. These can be categorized as local public spaces 
since they will primarily serve the residents living in the 
nearest blocks. Main facilities will be located around the larger 
public square in the node, which will serve the whole of the 

new neighbourhood, within a walking distance of no more 
than 600 meters. 

The inhabitants in the new residential area will have good 
access to two large parks, Nelson Mandela Peace Park and the 
new park, which I propose within the pond area.  The pond 
area can be transformed into a public park and play area for 
the residents and school pupils, by adding a hard surface and 
stairs on one part and a football field on the other part. The 
park will be easily accessible from the Green link/Railway
Reserve.
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High density housing in Red Location, Port Elizabeth 

Crèche under construction in Sakhuluntu Village, Motherwell

Small scale residential street in Malmö, Sweden
(Andersson Lina 2004)

I N
 S

 P I R
 I N

 G
E

 X
 A

 M
 P L E

 
S



104

Streets
The small scale block structure gives opportunities for a good 
pedestrian network which minimize the walking distances. It 
will be based on wide sidewalks on both sides of all streets 
connected to the Green link system in the western and 
southern parts. 

Streets and sidewalks in the high density blocks will be wide, 
to cater for a large amount of people and to make space for
parking along the street and entrances to the three storey 
apartment houses and small corner shops (see map 27 page
107). Streets in the “medium density” parts will be less wide; 
there will be no parking along these streets and a smaller 
amount of vehicle traffic (see map 28 page 109).  All streets 
will have lighting in different scales depending on type of 
street.

Gaps in between houses will be paved and function as 
pedestrian paths for the residents, to give them good access to 
their back yard and the communal space. 

All streets within the area are to be used by vehicles. Two of 
the streets will function as main feeder streets (tertiary streets) 
to the more calm residential streets (cluster streets) (see page 
90-91). The residential streets (cluster streets) will be of 

various types depending on needs of parking along the street 
and type of block in connection to the street.

Location of High and Medium density blocks.
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Section B-B

Section C-C

Section A-A

Various types of cluster streets
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Dense housing clusters
The proposal constitutes approximately 1200 new dwellings, 
one school, four pre-schools (crèche) and public spaces 
divided in four parts by the main feeder streets. This new 
residential area will be very dense compared to other parts of 
Motherwell; density is around four times higher then in the 
Neighbourhood Units 5 & 6. 

The residential area is built up by two types of blocks
/housing clusters;

1. High density block38

The high density block constitutes three and two storey
houses, surrounding a communal space. This type will 
include rental apartments in different sizes from 24 to 60 
square meters in the three storey houses. Small shops can be 
provided in the ground floor in some of the three storey 
houses. Parking will take place along the streets, 
approximately 0.5 parking place/dwelling.

High density blocks comprise approximately 45-60 dwellings
in each block. Each of the two storey units has got their own 
front yard and back yard. Some of the dwellings in the three 
storey houses have their own front yard with access to the 

38 These blocks are inspired by the block type used in the IMIZI housing project, 
prepared by The Matrix-Urban designers & Architects for Nelson Mandela 
Metropolitan Municipality, 2005. 

apartment from the street and some of them have their 
entrance from an outside stair.

These high density blocks will be located along the main 
streets, Tyinira Street and Ringroad, and in connection to the 
node. The dense blocks has got three storey buildings in each 
corner to contribute to a more urban streetscape. 

Illustration of double storey 
house of Imizi type

Illustration of the Imizi housing project, three and two storey
apartment buildings (The Matrix)
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Map 27.



108

2. Medium density block39

The medium density block consists of double storey semi -
detached houses and double storey row houses. This type of 
block is more spacious and each dwelling has its own private
plot. Parking will take place on the plot and on parking places 
in connection to each block. The average size of a dwelling is
46 square meter. Medium density blocks will be located in the 
core of the new residential area and in connection to the Green
links.

39 I have used house types prepared by Metroplan- Town and regional planners as 
“higher density housing typologies”. 

High density housing in Sakhasonke Village, Port Elizabeth Illustration of “higher density housing typologies”
(Metroplan-Town and regional planners)
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Map 28.


