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NODES-LOCAL CENTRES
detailed proposal by
Ulrika Hellsten
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In this chapter proposals will be presented for the local centre 
in Neighbourhood Unit 5 and the new local centre in the 
undeveloped part of Motherwell next to Town Centre. My aim 
is to suggest a concept of how to build and shape a node-local
centre. When nothing else is mentioned the proposals 
presented are general and can be applied in both nodes.

Design concepts
The local centres will be highly accessible meeting points in
the neighbourhood and include several functions, commercial, 
social and recreational facilities. This will bring many people 
to the node, and the physical structure with facilities
assembled around a square, will give possibilities for people
to meet and interact in connection to their daily errands. The
nodes will have a mixed use, and include both facilities (as 
mentioned before) and dwellings; this will contribute to safety 
and security all hours. 

The node in Neighbourhood Unit 5 has a potential to become 
livelier and function as an important location for daily
services and a place where people can gather. Today it
consists of a small junction of services along the Ringroad 
which provides a filling station, supermarket, cash machine, 
public phones, informal trading and a bus stop.  These 
functions are more or less spread out and a streetscape is 
missing.

Location of Node NU 5 and the New Node
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Existing local centre in Neighbourhood Unit 5Undeveloped land in new Node

Supermarket Entrance to Neighbourhood Unit 5



114

The Ringroad
The Ringroad is passing through both local centres. It is a very 
busy road and will be upgraded by new improved pedestrian
and bicycle lanes, lighting and vegetation along the street and
on refuges.

The street are lined by trees on both sides which frame the 
street, give shade and a more pleasant environment for
pedestrian and bicyclist using the lanes. The street is raised to
pavement level for safe crossing.

The bus stops in existing nodes are unattractive and over
dimensioned and other services have taken advantage of this 
and located their business in some parts. A combined 
minibus taxi and bus stop, in a bus pocket on both side of the 
street makes it easier for the residents to use the different 
transportation facilities. Trees with seating underneath will be 
provided next to the stop, as well as stands for bicycles. 

The Ringroad today

Section of the Ringroad 

Existing bus stop in NU5Bicycle stand
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Illustration of bus stop in the nodes
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Local centre in NU5
New residential units are located in the node to create
variation along the side of the square. The entrance with high 
rise buildings is intended to create an interesting and more 
legible entrance as well as street environment. 

Today there are two buildings, (one under construction) and a 
few containers for informal trading. The buildings will be kept 
where they are. New buildings will be built to fill unused 
space which will give about 200 new dwellings in a mix of 
apartment blocks, row houses and semi-detached houses.

New buildings in the node will be slightly higher than the 
existing houses in Neighbourhood Unit 5. Three to four storey 
buildings are located around the square to emphasise its 
importance. Row houses and semi-detached houses will be 
two storeys.

Buildings are placed close to the street to create a narrow 
street environment and a distinct street line. Street lighting
and trees will have the same effect and helps to define the 
street when houses are situated away from the street as in the 
node/square.

Local centre in Neighbourhood Unit 5 today
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New local centre
The scale and heights of the buildings are also in this node 
higher around the square and along the Ringroad, than the 
rest of the dwellings in the surrounding. The height will 
gradually decline to conform to the surrounding residential
houses. The new node will consist of 292 new dwellings. Each
house has access to its own front- and backyard or communal
space. Within the cluster of row houses and semi-detached
houses a semi public space will be arranged, as small 
greeneries and parking places. Site-lines will support a visual 
connection between the clusters of housing within the node.
Spots of vegetation, small parks for recreation and play are 
located within the area and in the housing cluster. 

Illustration of semi-detached houses
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Map 30.
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Business and the square
Existing informal businesses located in large containers in 
Neighbourhood Unit 5 will be relocated to the ground level of
the apartment blocks. To strengthen and improve possibilities 
for informal trading and market, permanent stands are
suggested on squares in the nodes as a complement to existing
retail.

Commercial facilities will be located in bottom floors and 
offices in the storey above. All the buildings around the 
square in the new node contains of mixed use. In the node in
Neighbourhood Unit 5 there are two multi-level houses with a 
mixed use in the northern part of the square. Entrances to 
commercial and offices in both nodes are via the square and to 
apartments from the back of the building. 

Offloading of goods to trade in the buildings will be from the 
back, on the road behind the node, to avoid trucks to interfere
with visitors on the square. Goods for informal trading stands 
can be loading via the square during certain hours if 
necessary.

Different design of the buildings in the node can contribute to 
a varied appearance and function as landmarks which give an
identity to the node.

Existing businesses in containers

Illustration of permanent stands 
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Square in Node Neighbourhood Unit 5 Square in new Node

Stage

Informal tradingCarwash

Informal trading

Stage
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Three to four storey buildings are located around the square 
to support the streetscape; the buildings have a mixture of 
offices, retail and apartments. The apartments contribute to
street life after office hour.  In the bottom floor, bank, post,
clinic and ward offices will be located as well as bed & 
breakfast, restaurants and retail. The bottom floor will also 
have a small roof for shadowing and covering the visitors 
from sun and rain.

Various activities in the nodes will bring life to the squares
and make the environment pleasant to use. The stages in the 
nodes can be used for seating, formal or informal 
performances; it will be designed as a small square/plaza in 
one part of the square.  Through intense use of the square a 
social control will be created in the node, which will make it 
safe to use.

Illustration of Multi-level block with mixed use
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A small square for performance along Beach Road, Humewood, P. E. 
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Parking
Permanent parking is located to the nodes to allow people 
arriving by car. These are intended for short time stay. People 
working in the node can park along the street behind the 
stores. Residents living in apartment blocks or row houses 
will park their car within the housing cluster or along the
streets. The semi-detached houses have space for parking on 
their own plot. The apartment blocks mostly consist of one 
room flats, which might be for young people, their first 
accommodation.  It can be expected that most of the people 
living in those kinds of flats do not have their own car, which 
requires less parking places.

Parking for visitors and people working in the local centre is 
provided in the southern part of the square in both nodes. The 
parking will be lined by trees to protect the cars from the sun 
and for a more pleasant environment. Bicycle parking is 
proposed next to the bus stop to facilitate changing from one 
mode of transportation to another.

Trees giving shade to cars at the Graham Beck Winery, South Africa
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Parking in node Neighbourhood Unit 5 Parking in the new node
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Vegetation and Green link
The passage trough the node is arranged for activities and 
recreational purpose and is part of the Green link. It will be 
furnished with a lot of vegetation with shadowing trees and 
seating possibilities and good lighting. In some parts it will be 
a small park with activities such as chess (see page 129), boule
and swings, for both people passing by and for those living in 
the dwellings near by.

Lighting of trees gives a pleasant environment during the 
dark hours, an eye catcher, and a landmark. In the western
entrance of Neighbourhood Unit 5 there will be trees 
illuminated from below, as well as in the middle of the square 
in the new node. The photos on next page are good examples
of how to light up the trees along the Green link in the 
Railway Reserve and the square in the new node.

Green link through node Neighbourhood Unit 5

Green link through the new node
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Trees along street in Alingsås, Sweden (Hallberg Helen 2005)
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Playground in Jordbro, Sweden (Hallberg Helen 2005)
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Chess game in Kungsträdgården Stockholm, Sweden


