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how to connect the town centre & the
coast
I have chosen to work with the connection between the town and the
coast in this particular area- New market, the entrance to Bagamoyo,
the Boma, and the green area below the Boma- because these places
are situated centrally in the town and it is a vivid area.

New market, Bagamoyos commercial centre, is the largest food marthe beach

ket, and in the streets around the market many stores are situated.
The New market is geographically in the centre of the town and a lot
of people pass the area for shopping or on their way to other parts of
Bagamoyo. The entrance to Bagamoyo is another place that you
sooner or later find your self in. The mini busses, dalla dalla, from Dar
es Salaam turn left there, heading to the market. Almost every motor
vehicle arriving to Bagamoyo passes this entrance-junction. Also a
large number of pedestrians pass this place. Every morning in the
dawn, fishermen walk from the inland of Bagamoyo towards the
beach. This entrance is situated on the border between the new parts
of the town and the old Stone town. Also the old German head quarter, the Boma, is situated on the border between the old town, the
new town and the coast. The Boma has the qualification to function
as a connector between different areas of the town. The green area
between the Boma and the beach is the finishing part of this connection between the town and the beach and the point where you reach
the beach.
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between the boma & the beach

the boma

entrance to bagamoyo

new market

detailed study

Along the whole axis I choose to work with vegetation and lighting to
improve the street environment and to create a stronger connection.

40

vegetation

today

proposal
Stone town

existing
vegetation
New market

existing
vegetation

India street

proposed
vegetation

the Boma
entrance road
to Bagamoyo

300m

use of vegetation in a town in general

Vegetation can be used in different ways in the streetscape. It can be
used for providing shadow in the streets but also to create places. To
plant trees in a group in an intersection or in an open place close to
the street is one simple way to create a place that could be used for
meeting friends, resting, playing or business. Lines of trees could be
used as a link between important places in the town. The streets can
also be categorised by using different kind of trees. Vegetation gives
the street a different kind of streetscape than buildings do. Various
species of trees, or combinations of trees, can create different kinds
of rooms. The place can be big or small, dark or light, enclosed or allowing open views, with high or low roofs and walls that are closed or
transparent. (Karlander & Sillrén, 2002)
To use vegetation in a town can also improve the climate in the
streets when wind circulation around the trees and evaporation lower
the temperature. (Karlander & Sillrén, 2002) Greenery not only provides shadow and creates meeting places, but also improves the condition on the ground. The roots of the tree penetrate the soil, making
the ground more porous and lower the effects of flooding during the
rain season. The roots also bind the soil and prevent erosion.
(Karlander & Sillrén, 2002, Ericsson & Järnland, 2001)
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proposal for use of vegetation in bagamoyo in the area

Trees planted in the east- west direction would not stop the wind
from the sea. Here could trees with a large crown that provides good
shadow for the street be used. In the north- south direction it is important to use vegetation in a way not to prevent the breeze coming
in from the coast. Trees with a tall tree trunk, like the coconut palm,
could provide light shadow for the street and at the same time let the
wind from the sea further in to the inner parts of Bagamoyo.
The street from the New market to the entrance and further passing
south of the Boma, is suggested to have a line of trees to designate
the direction as well as provide shadow for the many pedestrians using this street every day.
In the north- south direction, the entrance road from Dar es Salaam
will be defined through coconut trees to call attention to that something new is ahead along the road - You now enter Bagamoyo!
India Street, the closest parallel street to the sea, is also suggested
to have a line of coconut trees to prevent some shadow, and to indicate the direction to the Stone town in the north.
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Street to New market
Today the street to the market is extremely hot with
almost no vegetation. In my proposal a line of trees
along the street provide shadow for the pedestrians.
Entrance to Bagamoyo
The entrance road to Bagamoyo will in my proposal be
defined through a line of coconut trees.
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to Bagamoyo
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use of lighting in a town in general

Lighting up a town after dark could be done for a number of reasons.
Light could create a safer and more secure environment and
strengthen the orientation after dark. Light could also be used to create an identity and atmosphere to a town or a part of the town.
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use of lighting in bagamoyo in the area

Bagamoyo is in almost complete darkness around twelve of the days
24 hours- those hours the climate is cooler and makes it more comfortable to move in the streets of the town. The only lights in the
evenings are from the houses, small shops and from oil lamps at the
tables outside the food market.
Bagamoyo could not be lighted in the same way as an European citythe electricity is expensive and power failures are quite common. In
Bagamoyo single elements such as buildings and larger trees could
be lighted up and lead you step by step from one place to another in
town.
A thought is to use solar cells to create electricity for the light in the
streets of Bagamoyo. (Se proposal for the area between the Boma
and the beach.)
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