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Overall plan

As it was described in the previous chapters, there is a lack of possibilities to carry out 
social activities in SEMAPA. The inhabitants do barely communicate with each another 
and it is difficult for them to collaborate and accomplish any changes. Therefore, the 
aspirations and interests of the inhabitants-as well as physical deficiencies in the area- 
have been important to identify and to be taken into consideration in the proposal. The 
SWOT-analysis, a compilation of the advantages and the disadvantages in SEMAPA, has 
been a base for my proposal for improvements in the housing area. The overall aim is 
to by means of physical changes facilitate social life with the purpose of increasing the 
possibilities to develop a community feeling. The now following proposal comprises two 
sections; the street pattern and the recreational area.

The proposal includes a number of measures to improve the street pattern in the housing 
area. At present, there is no clear hierarchy concerning the streets and in general, most of 
the streets are physically in bad condition. This entails limited accessibility for both cars 
and pedestrians. Since only few inhabitants do possess cars it is above all important to 
create a safe street environment for the unprotected road users. In order to improve the 
street environment, I propose a hierarchical street net. The cars will still have access to 
all the streets but by means of re-designing of the streets the drivers will be encouraged 
to use only some for through traffic. The particular street leading through the recreational 
area will remain since this makes the entire housing area easily accessible. Nonetheless, 
the traffic and speed will be circumscribed by physical measures. Physical improvements 
of the streets, such as pavements, are also proposed to increase the safety and the 
accessibility for the pedestrians. Moreover, a new street and improvements of entrances 
will increase the accessibility to the housing area but also the exit from the area.

In order to facilitate social life, one of the most important measurements is the construction 
of public spaces for various activities and public meetings. Therefore, a central area aimed 
for recreational facilities is at the core of this proposal. The area will consist of public 
spaces suitable for different kind of activities, and parks to increase the green structure in 
the housing area. The covering of the parts of the canal is proposed, above all in order to 
create connected areas for the activities and to link together the now separated housing 
area. In addition, the covering diminishes some of the problems due to the canal. A number 
of measures are also suggested concerning the remaining open parts of the canal in order 
to improve the, today perilous environment around the canal. To make the public spaces 
accessible, they are connected through a net of footpaths and streets designed mainly for 
unprotected road users. The footpaths facilitate also moving within the entire housing 
area. New buildings are suggested to be located along the sides in the recreational area, 
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in connection to other buildings. To increase safety in SEMAPA measures are proposed 
concerning public lightning. The proposal includes also suggestions how to deal with and 
diminish the refuse problems.
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Street pattern

The proposed street net is hierarchical and consists of three different kinds of streets; the 
main street leading through SEMAPA, the secondary streets of six metres and the tertiary 
streets along the recreational area. 

The aim of the division is to encourage the drivers to use certain streets aimed at through 
traffic. Measures such as bumps, pedestrian crossings at same level as sidewalks and 
narrowed parts of the streets are proposed to make the drivers to use the streets mainly 
for through traffic and make them to adapt their speed to the presence of pedestrians. 
All the streets have sidewalks, one to two metres wide, and lighting to make the street 
environment more pleasant and safe for the unprotected road users. With the exception 
of the streets already paved with concrete, it is now suggested these streets to be stone 
paved. All the sidewalks will be stone paved too, but the surface pattern differs from 
the streets. The reason to this particular stone paving is the presence of appropriate and 
usable stones in Cochabamba. The improved paving results in increased accessibility in 
SEMAPA. Furthermore, some of the crossings to the housing area are suggested to be 
improved to facilitate to reach the area. The proposal includes also suggestions for some 
improvements of the adjacent streets, as the parking streey, and a new connecting street. 
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Main street

In the neighbourhood, there is only one street leading through the area in north-south 
direction. Though the street leads through the proposed recreational area it is not an 
option to close it since it guarantees accessibility to the entire housing area. Therefore, 
the street is proposed to make a main street, designed for through traffic. The main street 
will be 9 metres wide. 

The main street is an avenue enclosed by trees and leads from Avenida Circunvalacion 
Beijing in north, through the recreational area, to Guadalquivir in south. It consists of the 
existing streets M. Isabel Pardo and Louis Garcia L, both of the width of nine metres. 
These streets are connected in the recreational are by a narrower part. A lot of people 
move in north-southerly direction through SEMAPA. In order to create safe environment 
for the pedestrians the main street will have sidewalks of two metres along the both sides. 
There will also be complementary lighting poles to light up both the sidewalk and the 
roadway. Litter bins are proposed to be situated along the street to diminish the amount 
of refuse. Trees will be planted along both sides, but not opposite, to narrow the street 
to limit the speed, and to offer shade. Luis Garcia L. will retain the existing paving of 
concrete whereas the remaining part will be stone paved. 
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                Main street before

                  Main street after
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The part through the recreational area is designed to be adapted for the unprotected 
road users. Bumps at the level of sidewalks are situated in the both ends and there will 
be a pedestrian crossing, also this at the same level as sidewalks, in the middle of the 
recreational area. Such measurements create more secure passage for the pedestrians. 
By narrowing the entire width of the street to eight metres, out of which the roadway 
has a width of four metres, the drivers will hopefully be more alert of the activities in 
surroundings. In addition, the change of surface pattern will mark the changeover to and 
from the recreational area. Low lighting poles are suggested to be located at the pedestrian 
crossings and are complemented of higher poles along one side. 

Main street

The part through the recreational area


