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1 Introduction 

1.1 The Subject of the Study 

“Home” is the final destination of human’s body and mind and also spiritual sustenance. 
“Residential community” is the sublimation of home, including significant architecture and spatial 
organization, a big leap from residential function toward multiple functions. With the background 
of industrialization, environment quality and landscape needs of residential community have 
become crucial symbols of material and spiritual civilization. 

Unlimited urban sprawl makes cities and towns no longer important for our cultural identity,    
because there are no distinct borders to define our identity anymore. The urban borders loose their 
meaning while different unions and common markets make it easier to cross the borders. 
Nevertheless most of residential communities still arouse the sense of belonging because of the 
identified landscape features and internal space.  

The relationship between city and residential community is no longer only a separation of function, 
texture and form. Residential communities are isolated in their cities according to the 
“neighborhood units” concept. In these isolated areas, the pursuit of architectural direction and 
garden city life makes the space more open. Many functions which should be offered by city have 
brought in the construction extension of residential communities. Thus, landscape design for 
residential communities undertakes important responsibility and a hard work. 

Nowadays the external environment has become an increasingly decisive factor in people’s choice 
regarding where to live and work; the landscape has become a crucial factor in attempts made by 
companies to attract people to housing (Skarback, 2007). The twentieth century seems to 
demonstrate a tendency in which educated people search for good places to live for themselves 
and their children (Skarback, 2007). Now people are pursuing not just a house to live in, but more 
importantly, a suitable environment to enjoy. 

Another reason for pursuing to live in areas with good natural landscape is linked with health. 
Research has showed that human interaction with natural environments has potential benefits for 
health and stress (Kaplan, 1989). It is true that to live in a more natural environment would take 
one away from busy work and stress. 

1.2 The Purpose and the Questions of the Study 

Sweden is a Western and Nordic country with a fantastic landscape. During my year spent in 
Sweden, I have realized that the landscape there is special because of the large area of forests. In 
terms of my educational background, I have easily observed that there are several similarities and 
differences in landscape of residential communities between my city in China and Sweden, not 
only in conception but also in forms. For example, rocks, water, plants and architecture are four 
fundamental elements in China’s classical gardens. These elements are also common in Swedish 
residential communities. Therefore, this thesis will examine the landscape connections between 
the two countries. The author comes from east, so it is from an Eastern perspective. 
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The thesis also summaries the development of modern residential community landscape in 
Sweden and China by using cases studies in both Blekinge and Nanjing to illustrate and compare. 

The main questions raised in the thesis are as follows: 

1. Which landscape forms and features of residential communities are in Blekinge now?  

2. What landscape connections between China and Sweden are in residential communities? 

By comparing, the author tries to summarize some experiences for landscape development in 
residential communities. 

1.3 The Plan of the Study 

The study relies on the questions mentioned above. Chapter One gives the introduction of this 
thesis, which tells audience relevant background and the purpose of the thesis. 

The second chapter will discuss some professional terms: “Landscape”, “Plantscape”, “Residential 
communities”, “Landscape of residential communities”, “Romantic landscape” and “Stockholm 
school”. 

Chapter Three summarizes the modern landscape development of residential communities in 
Sweden. 

Chapter Four provides three paradigms in Blekinge with different types: a villas residential 
community, a lower multiply-floors residential community and a higher multiply-floors residential 
community. This Chapter also tries to summarize landscape forms and features of residential 
communities in Blekinge. 

Chapter Five briefly discusses China’s landscape situation of residential communities at present 
and offers one paradigm in Nanjing to illustrate. 

Chapter Six brings in the Semantic Differential method to analyze landscape qualities and try to 
make Comparision between the three Swedish cases; and between the Swedish cases and the 
Chinese case. 

Chapter Seven is the final chapter which tries to offer some inspiration for landscape development 
in residential communities. 

1.4 Delimitation of the Study 

It is understandable that the thesis does not include more cases in Blekinge, but only uses three. 
The cases analysis in this thesis might be limited. 

Another limitation in my thesis is the utilizing of “Semantic Differential” to analyze, because 
during my survey period, the landscape in Sweden is not as green as that in China. Based on this 
precondition, the survey results might not be accurate. In addition, the result of the “Semantic 
Differential” method only stands for those forty persons’ views who answered the survey. Even 
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though the participants attempted to be professional, their views do not apply for others. 

1.5 Methodology Aspects 

1.5.1 Qualitative Research  

Qualitative researchers aim to gather an in-depth understanding of something and the model is 
important. Maxwell pointed out that to design a qualitative research, we could not develop a 
logical strategy in advance and carry it out loyally (Maxwell, 2005). In other words, we could not 
predict accurate results and follow it step by step, but involve interconnection and interaction 
among different design components (Maxwell, 2005). I choose to utilize Maxwell’s model in my 
thesis. As the survey goes deeper, the research gradually goes to the right direction. 

 

                                

1.5.2 Quantificational Research  

It is not difficulty to do qualitative research. Many theories seem classic and scientific, however, 
in my opinion they are just different expressions under certain regulation. Quantificational 
research can offer guidance for practice. In the area of landscape architecture, there is no lack of 
concepts. In other words, we usually run short of quantificational criterion. 

Picture 1-1   
Source: Maxwell, 2005 
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There are four universally acknowledged paradigms: expert paradigm, psychophysical paradigm, 
cognitive paradigm and experiential paradigm. Kaplan pointed out that “the expert's perceptions, 
however, may be quite different from the perceptions of those who lack specialized training” 
(Kaplan, 1985). Expert paradigm mainly takes into account aesthetics principle and ecological 
principle as criterion of landscape qualities. The method is to divide landscape into fundamental 
elements such as line, form, texture, color and so on and utilize quantification and 
non-quantification criterion to analyze. Diversification, unification and peculiarity are leading 
factors in determining landscape qualities. Many surveys proved that using photographs as 
landscape evaluation intermediary is almost as same as site landscape evaluation (Zhuang Weimin, 
1996). 

Semantic Differential, which was developed by Charles Egerton Osgood, is designed to measure 
connotative meaning of concepts. This method will be utilized in Chapter Six to analyze landscape. 
Of course, expert paradigm will also be employed. 

1.6 A Brief Introduction to Sweden Housing and Relevant Information 

Sweden has a population of roughly 9 million and about 4.3 households. The average household 
consists of 2.1 persons. Though Sweden has a low population density, the distribution is extremely 
unbalanced. 1

In an international perspective, Sweden has significantly high housing cost. It is due to the fact 
that housing in Nordic countries needs special heating facilities. In addition, Swedish households 

Because a large percent of the population lives in urban areas, there is the possibility 
of poor housing environment or even housing shortages. Some national traditions also influence 
housing situation. More than two generations seldom live together and many households consist of 
two persons. When children grow up they are often able to find a home of their own, particularly 
in the metropolitan areas. Many families buy second homes or rent apartments for the holidays. 
Most of these houses have simple appearances but are usually located in rural areas or scenic spots. 
Every year, many Swedes go to vocation there for one or two months. 

There are three different forms of tenure: ownership, tenant- ownership and rental. A large number 
of Swedish families own individual villas while apartments are generally for single people. 

Sweden has a highly developed traffic system because almost every family owns at least one car. 
More importantly, in Sweden, social public facilities are complete, even if in a remote village. 
Thus, distance is not a problem for housing choice but the surrounding environment is more 
concerned by Swedish.  

Among the countries of the world, Sweden is one of those most richly endowed with forests, with 
more than half of its area forested. Thus, many residential communities are built up in woodland 
areas while forests are kept as much as possible. Seasonal changes in forests are especially 
conspicuous in Swedish landscape, with dramatic differences between summer, winter, spring and 
fall. Walking and jogging are the most common recreational activities for residents. For example, 
elderly people’s outings to nature have two aims: to experience beauty and to get exercise 
(Nordstrom & Gora, 1995). 

                                                        
1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden 
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have the highest housing taxes in the EU (Lars & Johansson, n.d.). 

2 Definitions and Relevant Theoretical Perspective  

2.1 Landscape 

2.1.1 Concept of Landscape  

Landscape, which came from Dutch word landschap, first recorded in 1598, was borrowed as a 
painters' term from Dutch during the 16th century, when Dutch artists were on the verge of 
becoming masters of the landscape genre. 1

People usually think that landscape comprises the visible features of an area of land, including 
physical elements such as 

At first the term landscape indicated “a picture 
depicting scenery on land” and later was used of “a view or view or vista of natural scenery”. 

In EU perspective, “Landscape means an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the 
result of the action and interaction of nature and human factors” (European Landscape Convention, 
2000). It defines landscape as a relationship between human and land. EU also mentions “a 
combination of distinctive natural and cultural elements” about landscape. 

landforms, living elements of flora and fauna, abstract elements such as 
lighting and weather conditions, and human elements, for instance human activity or the built 
environment .2

2.1.2 Plant Landscape 

 

To make it easy, we could say landscape includes natural landscape and humanities landscape. 
Natural landscape refers to original elements in nature, which are not influenced by human being 
or not directly influenced, such as forest, rocks, natural water and so on. Humanities landscape is 
the product which humans create, such as architecture, ornamental plants, pieces and so forth. 
Thus, humanities landscape is also called cultural landscape. 

When landscape indicates to the scenery we see, landscape design means creating pleasant 
environments. When landscape indicates the syntheses which land and space compose (our living 
site), landscape design means designing suitable settlements by comprehensive consideration. 
With the background of the new era, the word landscape is becoming increasingly popular and 
complex.  

Plant landscape is mainly referred to the image that natural vegetation, plant communities and one 
single plant express. The image usually transmits to cerebral cortex by human’s feeling and sight, 
and then a kind of aesthetic sensation and association emerge unintentionally (Su Xuehen, 1994). 
In this definition, Su Xuehen inseparably associates landscape with human’s sensation.  

For Plantscaping, Su Xuehen considers that it is utilizing arbor, bush, vine and herb to create 
landscape and completely reveal the natural beauty of their figure, line and color to form amazing 
landscape by plant arrangement (Su Xuehen, 1994). 
                                                        
1 http://www.thefreedictionary.com/landscape 
2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landform�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Built_environment�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Built_environment�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Built_environment�
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/landscape�
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Lu Jianguo explains Plantscape using seven aspects: science, extensity, timeliness, artistry, 
technical, Economic and culture to offer principles for design (Lu Jianguo, 2007). His theory 
integrates art with science in plant design and gives guiding ideology for plantscaping. 

With the social development, plant landscape has much broader definition. It is not only using 
plants to create landscape of visual arts, but also, it includes ecological landscape and cultural 
landscape. I hold the opinion that plant landscape is a synthesized and dynamic landscape which 
utilizes vital plants as the main element, and integrates water and terrain to thoughtfully deploy 
and try to explore the forms, colors, textures and lines of individual and group plants. 

The plant landscape theories I mentioned above are all Eastern views. They are totally different 
from Western plantscape of geometric patterns. 

2.2 Theories of Modern Residential Community 

In the 19th century, early Utopian socialists Charles Fourier claimed “Ideal World” concept while 
Robert Owen proposed “New Harmony”. These theories established the foundation for the 
development of garden city and modern residential community. 

Ebenezer Howard’s “Garden City” theory attempts to “carefully balance areas of residences, 
industry, and agriculture” (Howard, 1965). He tried to integrate city with country. It means that 
residential communities are situated between a central park and greenbelts. It is not only 
convenient for city, but also for the residential community that could share “gardens” with 
countryside. The idea of the garden city was influential in both Europe and the United States 
during that period. “Bromma”, a satellite city of Stockholm, built between 1910s and 1940s, is a 
Scandinavian example that illustrates garden city. 

Clarence Perry (1929) developed the “Neighborhood Unit” as the "framework of a model 
community”, which profoundly impacted residential community planning. He desired that an 
elementary school, small parks, playgrounds, local shops as well as dwellings should be located in 
each unit. Additionally, heavy through-traffic is separated at the edges of the neighborhood and an 
internal street system accommodates local traffic. It was the first time to separate city residential 
community from city planning and consider security of citizen deeply. There is no doubt that 
Neighborhood Unit is ancestor of modern community. 

Frank Lloyd Wright’s “Broadacre City” (Wright, 1932) which aims “to accommodate at least one 
acre per individual” is an attempt to reconnect individual with nature and land. He emphasized 
housing with natural views and he was against planning models which had strict functional 
divisions. 1

In 1992, Agenda 21 promoted sustainable settlement patterns and attempted to integrate 
environment and development. Sustainable development was a new concept during that time. 
Sustainable development is to meet human needs not only in the present, but also for future 

 By decentralizing residential units, broad views and native vegetation could be 
attained. The idea of “Broadacre City” accelerated the development of villas. Essentially they 
share the same conception. 

                                                        
1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadacre_City 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Fourier�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Owen�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Lloyd_Wright�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Lloyd_Wright�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadacre_City�
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generations. 1

2.3 Landscape of Residential Community 

Environment issue is a vital part of sustainable development, which directly links 
with human survival. Thus, people begin to concern more about sustainable development while 
referring to residential community. 

The leading theories about modern residential communities are all from Western countries because 
of their leadership from Industry Revolution to now. 

However, I (an Eastern person) would like to discuss the definition and classification of modern 
residential community. The principle of modern residential community is as follows: 

1. Form housing community and create convenient living space 

2. Own daily service and welfare facilities 

3. Restrict city traffic in the area 

In general, residential areas should be divided into residential communities, housing estates and 
housing clusters, depending on the scale and service radius.  

A residential community is an independent residential area, which is usually encircled by main 
roads in the city. There encompass complete daily service facilities such as schools, hospitals, 
playgrounds, shops and so on, which could satisfy citizens’ fundamental material and cultural life 
needs. In addition, Residential communities could be divided into several housing estates or 
housing clusters. 

A housing estate is a residential unit, which is encircled by residential community roads or 
common roads in the city. It also has its daily service facilities. But schools and hospitals are rare 
in housing estates. 

A housing cluster is the basic life unit and is usually made up of several houses. It could be a part 
of residential community; but in some places, it is an unattached residential community. 

“Community” focuses on welfare space and communications between people. The word 
“community” also has the meaning of “residential area”. Thus I use the words “residential 
community” as my key words through the whole thesis because in my case studies I will examine 
human-oriented spaces and communications. Though the cases are not as complete as standard 
“residential community”, I still use residential community concept to talk about them. 

There are many books and articles only studying landscape or housing, however, landscape of 
residential communities is not a commonly pursued subject in Sweden. For the conception of 
“landscape of residential community”, I hold the opinion that it mainly refers to the exterior space 
and environment where housing encloses and it includes all landscape elements in this area. In 
addition, the surrounding overall environment should be also considered. Not only some common 
landscape elements, such as specimen trees, lakes, stones and so on are referred, but more 
                                                        
1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development�
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importantly, it emphasizes the whole settlement environment. 

As Yoshinobu Ashihara expresses, exterior space is delimited from defined natural space, and 
differs from unlimited extending nature. Exterior space is created as purposeful exterior 
environment and is more important than natural space (Yoshinobu Ashihara, 1981). This is an 
Eastern perspective. Considering the principal part should be the environmental users rather than 
designers’ hobbies, therefore, focusing on the needs and personality of users is crucial. To create 
positive exterior environmental landscape of residential communities, not only should we consider 
“people oriented” design, but also we ought to respect nature, utilize nature and design with 
nature. 

2.4 Significant Landscape Schools in Sweden 

Romantic Landscape 

Romanticism was originated in the 18th century and emphasized a feeling for nature, subjective 
sensibility and imagination. In the beginning, romantic landscape was just depicted in painting. To 
some extent, we consider that English landscape garden was stimulated by Romanticism. Since 
the 18th century Swedish landscape design has been guiding by English landscape garden and 
romanticism, which seek to create picturesque natural views as it is depicted in romantic 
landscape paintings. Contemporary Swedish landscape design still involve Romanticism elements 
and artistic conception more or less. 

Stockholm School 

There is no doubt that the Stockholm School stands for modern Swedish landscape. The 
Stockholm School can be defined as spatial planning for a comprehensive idea system, in which 
landscape architects, city planners, botanists, geographers and nature protectors participate. By 
breaking up isolated urban blocks and using landscape design to form net systems, it supplies 
necessary fresh air and sunshine to citizens, offers unique identification to each community and 
provides different ages recreational and leisure space. 

3 The Modern Landscape Development of Residential Communities in Sweden  

3.1 1930s-1960s: Saving Natural Landscape 

Le Corbusier was a leader for creating living conditions and a society through housing concepts. 
Le Corbusier claimed that in the future, the city would consist of big housing buildings separated 
by gardens. He mentioned roof gardens, which compensate the green area consumed by the 
building and replace it on the roof. He thought that industrial housing techniques led to crowding, 
dirtiness, and a lack of moral landscape.1

During the 1930s, functionalist movement developed, with its demand for sun, light and fresh air 
in town landscape planning. The blocks were opened up, housing faced the sunshine, and spaces 

 His idea of housing in park had great influence on 
Swedish housing from the 1930s.  

                                                        
1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Corbusier 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Corbusier�


 9 

were designed to give fresh air, light and plant vegetation (Persson, B. & Persson, A., 1995, p.26). 
From the beginning of thirties, landscape design was primarily for decoration rather than leisure 
and play. Ulla Bodorff was a landscape architect, who was consulted for only a small part of 
housing construction at that time. She had her own ideas for landscape design of residential 
communities: “attractive playground, a few paths, a pond in a natural rock crevice, wind-sheltered 
seats for the old, sun-bathing rocks for the young, however, the whole area should remain as 
natural as it is” (Persson, B. & Persson, A.,  1995, p.28). Her ideas are similar to those 
incorporated in the “Romantic Landscape” era. 

Social demands increased from the 1940s. “Neighborhood units” came to Sweden in the beginning 
of the forties. Residential communities were not only considered as homes for individuals, but 
more importantly, also as social units. A big tree was probably seen as a symbol in the residential 
community by citizens. Because of their strong sense of solidarity, they are a “village community” 
(Persson, B. & Persson, A., 1995, p.28). At that time, many residential communities were designed 
according to the concept of “neighborhood units”. For example, the outdoor environment of 
Mellanheden in Malmo supplied several types of spaces in the unit and connected with park areas 
(Persson, B. & Persson, A., 1995, p.28). In addition, “neighborhood units” created more 
interconnected space among residences, where activities might occur. The vegetation was adapted 
in a simple way according to the surrounding nature environment. The common method was to 
grow grass to connect space among buildings arranged groups of trees in the marked places and 
used shrubs as lines and fences 

From the end of fifties, production-oriented design dominated both housing and landscape. Space 
division became more conspicuous and bushes were used to fill up gaps between areas. The 
concept of plant design changed: more species were introduced into residential communities. The 
interaction between people and vegetation was increasing; playing in the plantations became more 
and more popular. Provision for cars was considered in design at the end of fifties (Persson, B. & 
Persson, A., 1995, p. 31). 

Sweden’s golden age of housing construction occurred during the 1930s-1960s and also the peak 
time of the “Stockholm School”. Holger Blom headed the Parks Board in Stockholm from 1938. 
He improved the park plan to increase the influence of city parks to citizens’ life. Parks could 
break up isolated urban blocks and form net systems, which supplied necessary fresh air and 
sunshine to citizens and offered identification to each community; parks could offer space for 
sports, activities and leisure games for different ages; parks were natural and cultural complex 
rebuilt on current site. Actually, the parks mentioned above are green belts distributed in or around 
residential communities. This design concept is an extension of Le Corbusie’s idea “housing in 
park”. 

“Nordic romantic functionalism” was developed by Swedish landscape architects during 
1930s-1950s (Nowotny & Persson, 1988). “Nordic romantic functionalism” means the demand for 
romance is combined with functionalism’s demand for materials. Lundberg was a typical 
representative and he pointed out that “nature should be considered as starting point, especially 
with regard to plants, derive models from nature to be used in garden design” (Persson, B. & 
Persson, A., 1995, p.53). Landscape architects mediated between conservation and cultivation. 
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Landscape Architects in Sweden numbered few during the 1930s-1950s. They began increasingly 
to work with housing development during this period, but the proportion of the total volume of 
housing areas with residential yards designed by landscape architects remained very small 
(Persson, Bucht & Melin, 1991). 

3.2 1965-1980s: Destroying Natural Landscape 

The “Million Program” was a key phrase during the 1965-1974. According to national policy a 
million new dwellings were built in a 10-year period and make sure everyone could have a home 
at a reasonable price. Nevertheless, many citizens complained about the “ugly concrete buildings” 
and the “ruined landscape”. Urban planning was almost neglected in the 1960s and 1970s, when 
the rapid construction was carried out (Bucht, 1997). During this period, nature was not trust as 
people’s recreational use, and artificial green areas were considered to be superior to “virgin and 
raw” nature (Bucht, 1993). According to the new techniques, cultivated lawns and new tree 
plantations often replaced of existing terrain and vegetation. Huge green areas of low structural 
and biologic variety were created with a large number of interspatial areas (Anonymous, 1994). 
Nevertheless, these interspaces were not created as the result of human demands or caring about 
nature (Anonymous, 1994). Instead, there was a general lack of interest in landscape at that time. 
Landscape was developed as quickly as possible after the construction of housing. To some extent, 
the situation Sweden faced in the 1960s-1970s is similar to the situation China faced in 1990s. 
Housing needs was a key issue for the public while landscape environment was more or less 
ignored at that time. 

3.3 1980s-2000s: Landscape Focusing on Ecological Aspects 

At the beginning of eighties, the concept of the ecological village came out. There is no unified 
definition of ecological village. Robert Gilman explains the concept that “it has humanizing scale 
and complete community function and it is a sustainable residential community while citizens’ 
activities integrating with nature” (Gilman, 1991). The term “ecological village” means that the 
community is friendly with the nature. Usually architects, landscape and technology systems are 
designed to be positive with ecological cycle. For example, rain water recovery system is widely 
used and the rain water could be reserved for plants. An important aim of ecological village is to 
create community spirit which could be identified by its citizens. Sustainable landscape design 
agrees with the community spirit, which requires us to design ecological landscape by saving 
water, energy and electricity. The overall septic system of ecological village is utilizing natural 
septic system such as vegetation and pond. Thus, ecological landscape not only satisfies with 
forms of ecological village. More importantly, it is unanimous with the essence of “ecological 
village”. 

Western Harbor in Malmö is an outstanding and typical paradigm of Modern residential 
community in Sweden. The residential community was permanent zone of BO01 Exhibition in 
2001 and these buildings were sold out after the exhibition. The whole residential community 
consists of many neighborhoods, so that you will feel warm and energetic in the environment. The 
buildings are highly concentrated near the water to block off the strong wind and then change the 
microclimate environment. Limiting artificial energy is a key issue of the architect design while 
natural energy is more considered. In this project, landscape design is a crucial element that 
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architects anticipated in the beginning. They planned large green areas to form ecological green 
systems. Waterfront footpath design offers a platform for citizens to get close to sea, enjoy the 
sunshine and view the beautiful seascape. Persson Agneta, who designed the footpath, states that 
“broad sky and extensive sea with strong sea wind could make people get closer to nature and 
truly feel the power of nature” (Persson A., 2003). In addition, the detail design is deliberate. For 
example, the concrete road divided by landscape lamps between housing and footpath could guide 
people. It is a good illustration of the trend of landscape developments in contemporary Sweden. 
The construction of public space is successful in Western Harbor because the landscape design 
fully considers human use. The landscape architects made effort to integrate natural beauty 
including sea, wind, rock, climate and vegetation with landscape design and try to lead humans to 
view the beauty (Wang Xin, 2006).  
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4 Cases Study in Blekinge 
Three residential communities cases have been selected to study in Blekinge: a villa area, a low 
multiple level area and a high multiple level area. These three are examples of typical Swedish 
residential communities in Blekinge with distinguishing types. A common feature of them is that 
they are all built up in woodland. 
4.1 Hjorthöjden 

 
① Housing 
② Greens 
③ Public space and facilities 
④ Parking 
⑤ Kindergarten  

Picture 4-1 
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Hjorthöjden, my first case study, is located in a peripheral area of Ronneby, next to Ronneby Park, 
which was given the Best Park of Sweden Award in 2006. Little traffic or pedestrians go past this 
area, so the area environment is quiet and appropriate for living. Most of the residents here are 
Swedish but a few international students also live here. And many families and old people choose 
to live here. Hjorthöjden is a comprehensive residential community because it has complete 
facilities, such as laundry and garbage rooms, parking area, public space and so on. More 
importantly, it also has a kindergarten and library. The housing in Hjorthöjden is all three or four 
floors. 

The Hjorthöjden development in Ronneby is an example of residential community in a woodland 
terrain. A large area of the forest was kept in or around the housing, which deeply influences the 
landscape. The forest includes typical Swedish botanic groups, such as alder marshes, beech 
woods, oak woods, willow woods and so forth. The buildings are set in plain terrain; the builders 
kept some natural slope and rocks around the housing rather than leveling the land before 
construction. Protecting natural features is vital. By keeping slopes and stones, adjusting stones, 
and decorating with plants, a kind of natural and vertical landscape is formed. (Picture 4-2) We 
can say that small slopes are no trouble for the construction, but also, that it offers a natural basis 
for landscape construction. In Hjorthöjden, there are also landscape stones which are added 
manually or kept. It constitutes a harmonious whole landscape with the vegetation and the 
environment. (Picture 4-3) 

 
Vegetation creates the framework of landscape 
in residential communities. Could you image a 
residential community without plants and just 
utilizing pavings, pieces and differences in level 
to make up landscape? Vegetation in the 
residential communities fulfills different 
functions. Having many plants could make the 
environment lush and green, but even only a 
few could create the overall landscape structure 
and sense of space (Persson, B. & Persson, A., 

p.60). Big trees are usually treated as specimen 
Picture 4-4 Picture 4-5 

Picture 4-2 Picture 4-3 
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trees and have significant function for landscape framework. A big tall tree standing on lawn is 
often considered as a spatial and identifiable landscape element whether it is a pine or broadleaf 
tree. (Picture 4-4&4-5) 

Large shrubs, sheared hedges and flowerbeds are also influential factors to landscape framework. 
As picture 4-6 illustrates, the flowerbeds and shrubs form a semi-private space in this residential 
community. People sitting in this space could have a closer contact with nature and enjoy different 
landscape views.  

 

The distance between the buildings is about 35 meters. Lawn is planted on the lands between the 
buildings and then a few large trees are placed on it or it is only left empty. People feel wide and 
open landscape atmosphere here. (Picture 4-8&4-9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hjorthöjden has a good landscape framework 
and hence is an attracting place for living. It is 
mainly due to the well-kept natural landscape, 
especially the forest. In addition, cultivated 
vegetation grows freely and does not damage 
buildings. The cultivated vegetation totally 
integrates with natural trees; few artificial signs 
could be observed in this residential community. 
What is more, by mixing with original resources, 
it is similar to Britain’s natural landscape. 
(Picture 4-10) Open grass, natural trees and up-and-down terrain are all typical elements in 

Picture 4-6 Picture 4-7 

Picture 4-8 Picture 4-9 
 

Picture 4-10 
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Britain’s natural landscape. 

There is no doubt that Hjorthöjden has good public green spaces. However, private gardens in 
Hjorthöjden offer supplement for landscape. It is very common in Sweden to decorate one’s own 
house with plants and flowers if the individual owns a space; so everyone is a horticulturist. 
Picture 4-11 illustrates a typical Swedish apartment; ground floor is preferred. The host masterly 
grows some biennial root flowers in a limited space. He substitutes grass with wild flowers found 
in nature in this yard. Picture 4-12 is another Swedish yard. Terrain change is obvious in this yard 
and lush vegetation decorates it. This well-arranged yard makes it feel like a mini-garden. Thus, 
every yard has a different sense; they enrich the whole village landscape. 

 

Water is a special element which means life. Human beings like to be close to water by nature. 
Sweden has rich sea and lake resources, which leads people to be inseparable with water. There is 
no water inside of Hjorthöjden, but a natural lake is close to the village, separated by a small forest. 
There is no doubt that its service radius includes Hjorthöjden. Residents enjoy walking, fishing 
and barbecuing around the lake. Wandering near the lake, we feel like placing ourselves in another 
world. We are clearly separated from the outside by the forest edge line. (Picture 4-13&4-14) 

 

Details 

Not much hard paving is found in Hjorthöjden; even the major paths are mostly made of gravel 
and look “close to nature”. Short paths across lawns are usually paved to allow grass to grow in 
between. Bicycle-parking arrangements are found between buildings with shrubs as fences to 

Picture 4-11 Picture 4-12 

Picture 4-13 Picture 4-14 
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separate them from grass. In some corners, wood huts are even set up to keep their bicycles. 
(Picture 4-15&4-16) 

 

Playground facilities are everywhere in Hjorthöjden, which supplies a place for people to gather. 
These pieces are designed simple and functional, and naturally compromise with the environment. 
Pieces are also important functional landscape, which could make atmosphere active. (Picture 
4-17&4-18) 

 

Fences are very common in Hjorthöjden. One function is to shelter private gardens. An interesting 
thing is that every building owns its own identifiable color of fence. (Picture 4-19) Maybe it is 
easy for residents to find their home by the distinguishing color because the buildings here are 
almost the same. In addition, fences separate the grass from paths and create definite landscape 
edge. (Picture 4-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4-15 Picture 4-16 

Picture 4-17 Picture 4-18 

Picture 4-19 Picture 4-20 

Picture 4-17 
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Summary of Hjorthöjden 

Well-arranged landscape space is easily recognized in Hjorthöjden, including both public and 
private landscape spaces. Hjorthöjden evokes feelings of “Land of Cockaigne” because of its quiet 
environment and open landscape. Thus, there is no doubt that Hjorthöjden is a residential 
community where is extremely suitable for families or holidays. 
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4.2 Bergåsa 
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Picture 4-21 
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Bergåsa, my second case, is a residential community in the north of Karlskrona. Bergåsa has good 
relations with central Karlskrona, as it is connected with both railway and roads, though it feels a 
bit remote. The original landform here was woodland with some small slopes. From the 1910s, 
people began to build villa houses here. Villas on small slopes can be discovered on several plots. 
Today’s structure and neighborhood is nearly as same as the 1930s. Therefore Bergåsa is an old 
and typical residential villa residential community. The residents here are mostly native Swedes; 
many of them have lived in Bergåsa for several generations. 

Ten typical private gardens 

I choose ten typical private gardens to illustrate.  

Garden 1 

 

Yellow is the key element of this garden, which is clearly illustrated by Fructus Forsythiae. Strong 
sense of color supplies visual impact to humans, who are shocked by the natural landscape. 
Besides the yellow, there are green shrubs to form a contradistinction. The whole garden is very 
simple but appealing to one’s eyes. (Picture 4-22&4-23) 

Garden 2 

 

 

Picture 4-22 Picture 4-23 

Picture 4-24 Picture 4-25 
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Picket fence hedge is the first impression of this garden. The hedge almost blocks off inner 
landscape from outside; passerby can only view a small part though the entrance. Maybe the host 
wants some privacy. He arranges swing and some simple pieces in his garden. The place looks 
enjoyable (Picture 4-24&4-25) 

Garden 3 

Shrubs are main subjects in this garden: high or low, natural or artificial, broad leaf or coniferous. 
The shrubs here are almost all evergreen species, which make people feel lively. Comparison and 
conformity are easily observed in this garden. Several round-sheared shrubs stand for conformity 
while cuboid-shared shrubs parallel with them. (Picture 4-26&4-27) 

Garden 4 

This garden is divided into two parts. On the left side, the dominate tree is a Magnolia 
denudate and some herbaceous flowers grow under it. Here the Magnolia denudate illustrates 
a courtyard specimen tree especially in the spring. On the right side, is a typical artificial 
plantscape. The resident masterly arranges arbors, shrubs, herbs and tries to fulfill every 
plant’s feature. (Picture 4-28&4-29) 

 

Picture 4-26 Picture 4-27 

Picture 4-28 Picture 4-29 
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Garden 5 

 

The terrain of this garden is a slight slope. The inhabitant has planted a large area of grass in his 
garden and has scattered some small flowers on it. With some small trees randomly growing in 
this garden, the whole landscape looks like mini “open forest and grass”. At sides of the house, 
tulips edge the garden. (Picture 4-30&4-31) 

Garden 6 

 

Two Prunus trees are focus of this garden. One is purple and the other is white. The luxuriant 
greens in this garden foil their blossoms. Paths in this garden are elaborately designed with 
vegetation to surround. Space under arbors is also interesting because of the separation of paths. 
When one walks across these paths, one will never feel bored. (Picture 4-32&4-33) 

 

 

Picture 4-30 Picture 4-31 

Picture 4-32 Picture 4-33 Picture 4-32 
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Garden 7 

 

 

Salix X aureo-pendula is the specimen tree in this garden. This plant is not common in this region 
so when people walk pass, they take several seconds to have a look. In the garden, vegetation and 
paths have clear boundaries. The path is made up of gravel. The grass is comparatively open for 
leisure activities. (Picture 4-34&4-35) 

 

Garden 8 

 

 

 

Garden is divided into flowerbeds here. Along with the steps to go up, flowerbeds also gradually 
heighten. Every floor of the flowerbeds is decorated with different vegetation. The whole garden 
looks like a “terrain garden”. Vines also highlight this garden. Thanks to the host’s careful pruning, 
the vine forms a gate. (Picture 4-36&4-37) 

 

Picture 4-34 Picture 4-35 

Picture 4-36 Picture 4-37 
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Garden 9 

 

 

 

An artificial fence is the first image of this garden. The host uses fieldstones and woods to 
construct fence according to the terrain. It is not common in this area. Like other gardens, the host 
also plants a big tree as specimen tree. To make the garden more interesting, strange pieces are 
arranged in the garden. (Picture 4-38&4-39) 

 

Garden 10 

 

 

In this example, the original terrain separates the garden into two layers by different heights. The 
host has simply grown some grass and trees in garden. Everything in the garden seems random. It 
is worth to say that the host arranges many facilities in his garden, such as tables, chairs, swing 
and so on. It seems that he enjoys staying in his garden. (Picture 4-40&4-41) 

 

 

Picture 4-38 Picture 4-39 

Picture 4-40 Picture 4-41 
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Public green space 

There are only two public green spaces in Bergåsa. Contrary to Hjorthöjden, public green spaces 
are considered as landscape supplement in Bergåsa because of its outstanding landscape in private 
gardens. Though residents here have big private gardens and they could enjoy the sunshine in their 
yards, even do some sports, we could never ignore the importance of public space of residential 
community. To jog around the public greens and meet with neighbors is important. These Spaces 
include natural space and artificial space. As Norberg Schulz explains natural space is composed 
of natural elements which influence each other, and frame the foundation for human survival 
(Norberg, 1980). In my opinion, these two public greens are combination of natural space and 
artificial space because natural and artificial landscape elements are easily found here. Citizens 
experience direction-sense and belonging-sense in the public greens. The certain landscape here 
arouses people’s place spirit and leads them to the space. A football field has been built in the 
public greens, which attracts more youth to gather here. (Picture 4-42&4-43) 

 

Summary of Bergåsa 

Personalized landscape is well expressed in Bergåsa because all residents here are “landscape 
architects”. They ornament their gardens in their own ways. Nevertheless, those individualities 
reflect a common feature that is pursuing nature landscape. In addition, public landscape is also 
important. Bergåsa was deeply influenced by the “Stockholm school” at that time. There is no 
doubt that Bergåsa breaks up isolated urban blocks and uses landscape design to form net systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4-42 Picture 4-43 
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4.3 Kungsmarken  
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Kungsmarken, my third example, is located in suburb of Karlskrona but close to shops. It has 
good bus connections and a cycle path to the town centre. Kungsmarken was built in the 1960s 
and 1970s, a typical example of the “Million Program”. As most of “Million Program” cases, 
originally Kungsmarken did not have much landscape design; it was only designed to satisfy 
people’s demands for housing. However, as time goes by, the landscape of Kungsmarken has 
gradually developed. Thus today’s landscape in Kungsmarken is not as bad as people once thought. 
In contrast, its landscape development could be considered as a successful example out of 
“Million Program” cases. 

The whole residential community is on a small hill with complex small slopes. The plan form of 
the housing is special, just like bows. (Picture 4-44) Probably this design was according to the 
complex terrain. The developers tried to build up the housing in a relatively flat place. From 
today’s perspective, the whole residential community is associated with its original base very well. 
(Picture 4-45&4-46) 

 

Public green in the parking area is a high light of the landscape in Kungsmarken. In this area to 
rationally arrange parking places and to increase green proportion is the heart of this landscape 
design. The greens here not only offer visual enjoyment, but also, they absorb air and noise 
pollutions from cars. Benches and gravel have been placed in the green areas to attract people to 
speed time there (Picture 4-47&4-48) 

 

 

Picture 4-45 Picture 4-46 

Picture 4-47 Picture 4-48 
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Kungsmarken is a comprehensive residential community with complete facilities, which is mainly 
the use of its landscape sites. The sorts of activity facilities and sites are designed to meet 
diversified groups’ demands. (Picture 4-49&4-50) These activity sites are interspersed in the 
natural landscape with few signs of human-design. Many of the facilities are even built here by 
residents. 

 

The railings are designed to restrict 
automobiles and supply safety assurance for 
the sites use. (Picture 4-51) Thanks to the 
help of railings, children can play around 
freely and happily with no trepidation. 

 

 

 

There are no private gardens in Kungsmarken because of the site’s restriction. However, we can 
see some flowerbeds beside the buildings. Citizens also grow some favorable plants among them. 
In addition people put some stones here to work in concert with natural rocks in the residential 
community. (Picture 4-52&4-53) 

 

Picture 4-49 Picture 4-50 

Picture 4-51 

Picture 4-52 Picture 4-53 
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The landscape in Kungsmarken is with diverse elements: for example, traditional Chinese pavilion 
and traditional Japanese rock garden can be seen here.  

Ji Chen, a famous landscape architect in China, said “pavilion makes people to stop and gather”. 
This hexagonal pavilion (Picture 4-54) is built on relatively high terrain, which provides a good 
location for a bird's eye view. The hexagonal pavilion itself is also a landscape spot. It sets off the 
terrain and trees, sometimes hidden and sometimes exposed. A pavilion is great influence to 
artistic conception. It could assimilate unlimited landscape from external space to such a small 
internal place because of its open structure. In other words, the pavilion helps people to break 
through limited landscape space and go into unlimited landscape space. 

Japanese rock gardens can be extremely abstract and represent landscapes also called 
“mind-scapes”.1

The ideal way to eliminate altitude difference is utilizing slight slopes. Kungsmarken follows this 
principle closely. As shown in the picture 4-56, developers utilize slight slopes and gradual steps 
to blend the altitude difference. These hard materials integrate with natural slopes very well. In 
addition, people put up railing here to assist elderly and people who are not whole. The landscape 
design considers both aesthetic appreciation and functionality. In some places of Kungsmarken, 
the altitude difference is so high that developers have to set up steps for passage. But natural rocks 
are also kept to enrich landscape. (Picture 4-57) 

 The landscape designers try to express the cosmic environment by arranging 
stones. Unlike other gardens, there is no seasonal influence for Japanese rock gardens. As picture 
4-55 illustrated, stones and pavings are used symbolically to present mountains and water. The 
Japanese rock garden could serve as supplement of natural landscape, especially in cold and 
tedious winter of Sweden. 

                                                        
1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_rock_garden 

Picture 4-54 Picture 4-55 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_rock_garden�
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Though residents in Kungsmarken are diverse because many immigrants live here, the landscape 
here is not as bad as people image. In contrast, the well-designed landscape here provides positive 
spaces for residents. For example, the football court attracts youth to gather and play together, 
which stimulates integration and decreases the rate of crime. Thus, a meticulous design landscape 
not only offers environmental function; more importantly, it also supplies social function. 

Summary of Kungsmarken 

Diversified landscape elements stand for cultural blending. It is well illustrated in Kungsmarken 
that people with different backgrounds enjoy the mixed landscape there. In this case, the function 
of landscape even surpasses its beauty. 

4.4 Summary 

The cases mentioned above are not new residential communities; Bergåsa villas can even be 
considered as old. They show how vegetation matures and how a site develops. I think originally 
they were not as good as today. To form today’s mature landscape, time is a crucial element. 

The three paradigms I presented are all typical Swedish residential communities but with different 
types. These three types could be easily found all around Sweden. Bergåsa is an example of a villa 
area. The landscape of private gardens is key element because every house has a large garden. 
Public green areas are also considered as supplements there. Hjorthöjden on the other hand, is a 
low density residential community. Here public greens and private gardens strike a balance. 
Finally, Kungsmarken is a high density residential community. There are only public greens in 
Kungsmarken. 

One obvious common feature of these residential communities is that there are no clear main 
entrances. However, residents are still able to find paths to enter into these communities. In 
addition, they are less exposed to the street because of the well-grown trees. But the outline of 
constructions could be observed from external part. 

“Design with nature” is a concept developed by Ian McHarg as an ecological planning approach. 
His theory emphasizes that we should recognize and respect inner value of nature, appropriately 
utilize the intrinsic property of lands (McHarg, 1969). To protect natural resources is a priority for 

Picture 4-56 Picture 4-57 



 30 

Swedish people. Thus, in these cases gardening mainly consists of imitating nature.  

By doing surveys in these three residential communities, I have developed images of their 
common vegetation. The images below illustrate my Eastern perspective of common plantscapes 
in residential communities (Picture 4-58&4-59). 
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5 China’s Landscape of Residential Community  

5.1 The Landscape Development of Residential Communities in China 

China’s landscape has a long history, with distinguishing features, and stands for Eastern 
landscape. The classical Chinese gardens can be divided into imperial gardens, temple gardens and 
private gardens. However, people usually only recognize classical Chinese garden as one of the 
four outstanding landscape schools. 

China’s traditional residential communities’ landscape emphasizes pursuing “poetic and pictorial 
splendor”. People preferred to plant pine trees, bamboo and plum flowers in the yards. 
Nevertheless, modern social developments have developed modern living patterns. People begin 
to realize that the traditional Chinese garden is no longer suitable to today’s living environment; it 
is only appreciated as an artwork. In modern time, creating good landscape for gardens or 
buildings should be closely related with the surrounding environment. 

China’s modern residential communities began to develop rapidly from 1980s because of the 
“reforms and the process of opening-up”. In 1980s, the landscape construction of residential 
communities was under “Trial sub stage” because the government did not know what citizens 
exactly needed. The landscape development of residential communities all over the country was 
mainly influenced by State policy, which focused on the aspect of quantity while quality was 
ignored. At that time, the framework of residential greenbelt was simple and space between 
buildings was very limited. Plant design was nonscientific; people just grew them in space. 

In the 1990s, real estate was booming all around China. People began demanding higher quality of 
residential environments. Real estate developers increased investment for residential communities 
and introduced foreign designers for landscape design. The traditional green space layout went in 
a new direction; from linear layout to centralized green layout, axis of symmetry layout, random 
layout and so on. During that period many landscape designs in residential communities only 
weakly copied foreign designs rather than mastering their spirit. Thus, the result was that some 
residential communities looked neither Eastern nor Western. 

In the 2000s, a new housing movement was begun by real estate developers. People began to be 
more concerned about green, ecological, sustainable aspects when choosing residential 
environments. The spirit of the movement is “set up humanistic and spiral homeland, care about 
environment protection and respect nature” (Hu Jun, 2008). In 2001, the Ministry of Construction 
clearly proposed the concept of “green ecological residential community” for the first time. It 
mentioned that landscape system of ecological residential communities should possess ecological 
environment function, leisure function and cultural landscape function. Some details were also 
mentioned. For example, greening rate >35% and number of arbors >3/ 100 ㎡. Thanks to the 
relevant State policies and ecological ideals, today’s landscape design of residential community 
moves away from narrow visual art, and increasingly pays attention to the whole environmental 
construction, especially caring about harmony between people and nature. There are also obvious 
problems during this period. One prevalent example is that some landscape designers did not 
consider science of their proposed plantscape. They illustrate quite mature vegetation in their 
design to show off better landscape. Actually to set up such landscape needs several decades and 
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big tree transplanting is even a difficult work. The perspectives they draw deceive consumers who 
would like to buy such housing. Thus, China has a long way to go. 

5.2 A Brief Introduction of Nanjing 

Nanjing is a big city in China with the population of nine million and is located in the Southeast of 
China. Nanjing has a humid subtropical climate and is under the effected by the East Asia 
Monsoon. Seasons are clear in Nanjing, and the summer is hot with plenty of rain. 1

                                                        
1 

The terrain of 
Nanjing is mainly hilly: the highest altitude is about 400 meters on the Purple Mountain. Thanks 
to the climate and geographical characteristics, Nanjing has prolific vegetation resources, which 
offer advantageous conditions for the landscape development of residential communities. 

China and Sweden have very different country conditions. It was difficult to decide which 
counterpart cases to compare. The reasons why I have chosen cases in Blekinge and Nanjing are 
as below: 

1. Climate comparability: both of the two places have distinct seasons, cold in winter and hot in 
summer. Sweden is a Nordic country; however Blekinge is located in the south of Sweden and 
with ocean climate. So it is not so cold in winter in Blekinge. Both the two places have rainy 
season though in different time of a year. Thus natural landscape is similar. 

2. Vegetation comparability: there are similar plant distributions in Blekinge and Nanjing. 
Blekinge has typical broadleaf and coniferous mixed forests while broadleaf is the main forest in 
Nanjing, although pine trees are also common there. Many ornamental plants could be seen in 
both of these two places, for example, Cedrus deodara, Akjes fabric, Picea asperata Mast, 
Magnolia denudate, Forsythia suspense, Euonvmus japonlcus Pyracantha fortuneana, Crataegus 
pinnatifida, Cotoneaster horizontalis and so forth. 

3. Nanjing is my hometown where I have lived and studied for more than twenty years. I am 
familiar with all things in Nanjing including residential communities. Blekinge is my second 
hometown because I have stayed here for nearly one year and I also appreciate the land. 
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5.3 Residential Community in Nanjing Forestry University 
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My example of a Chinese residential community was developed in the woodland of Nanjing 
Forestry University in 1999. The layout of the whole residential community is a simple rectangle 
but the terrain is heightening from north to south with some slopes. The peripheral road of this 
residential community is designed as slight slope for motors while paths among housing are 
designed as ladders for citizens to walk through. Buildings are designed with nature by stepped 
planning according to the slope. Retaining walls are mainly constructed because of comparatively 
large slope. The landscape system is mostly around each building to form a courtyard space with 
the artistic conception of a traditional Chinese residential community. 

The plantscape of this residential community emphasizes integrating artificial ecological systems 
with the natural ecological system. The landscape design also pays attention to the combination of 
arbor, shrub and herb. For plant materials, local dominant races were chosen. Typical races are 
evergreen blooming plants: Magnolia grandiflora, Gardenia jasminoides and Rhododendron 
simsii；deciduous blooming plants: Cerasus serrulata，Cercis chinensi and Jasminum nudiflorum；

fruit-effect plant: Eriobotrya japonica and Nandina domestic; ornamental foliage plant: Euonvmus 
japonlcus，Ligustrum vicaryi，Salix babylonica and Prunus cerasifera‘Pissardii；shade-enduring 
plant：Ginkgo biloba and Cinnamonum camphora. 

The residential community utilizes camphor, cinnamon and loquat as specimen trees to frame 
local centre and show off their beautiful forms and colors. They all have straight boughs, 
easy-going leader branches and tidy tree crowns. Specimen trees can stand for local landscape 
feature and planting level. Picture 5-2 illustrates loquat as a specimen tree growing in a small yard. 
It looks like a large umbrella and forms its own landscape microenvironment. Picture 5-3 shows a 
row of cinnamon trees which nearly blend into one whole. Try to image that how cool it is to stay 
below such large crown trees on a hot summer day. 

 

This residential community makes full use of colorful and modified hedge plants, such as Buxus 
microphylla, Berberisthunbergii cv. Atropur and Ligustrum ‘Vicaryi’ to prune as some geometrical 
patterns. Geometrical pattern plants originated from medieval Europe and were representative in 
plantscapes during that time. Nowadays China actively incorporates this style in landscape designs 
to enrich our gardens. These geometrical pattern plants respond to the layout of the housing, 
which arouses the sense that everything is orderly. (Picture 5-4&5-5) 

Picture 5-2 Picture 5-3 
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Picture 5-4 

Picture 5-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In plant landscape design, the form, color, line and texture of vegetation should have some 
variation to demonstrate diversity. At the same time, retaining conformity and unity is also 
carefully considered. This residential community tries to achieve multifarious landscape by 
arranging Jasminum nudiflorum, Berberisthunbergii cv. Atropur and Ligustrum ‘Vicaryi’ to make 
up landscape diversification. Unity is achieved by alternately planting and planting in line. 
(Picture 5-6&5-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The lake is an important part of landscape in this residential community. As shown in picture 5-8, 
buildings, arbors and bushes together with the lake to form harmonious landscape: the 
arrangement is clear and in picturesque order. Moreover, the inverted images in the lake enrich 
spatial feeling and enlarge the area. Picture 5-9 illustrates another spatial feeling: in front of the 
lake, there is one building and a big specimen tree with the same height. In the evening or after a 
meal, walking along the lake and across the trees, you will get in a good mood. 

Picture 5-6 Picture 5-7 

Picture 5-5 
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There is a mini public yard in this residential community with well-planned design. The whole 
yard forms a semi-private space because of the rich plants growing around the edge. At the 
entrance, steps are designed with terrain while adding Jasminum nudiflorum as shrub to decorate. 
Together with Prunus persica and Prunus cerasifera, the entrance is considered to be very 
beautiful. (Picture 5-10) Landscape wall is built up in this yard and some bamboos are grown 
behind it to form traditional landscape. In front of the wall, there are two Pittosporum tobira balls. 
(Picture 5-12) A fieldstone is put up in the middle of the yard to be used as main subject, which 
remind people of a hill. (Picture 5-11) Seats are masterly arranged in this yard, usually under trees. 
They follow Minimalism in design and, indeed, the modeling looks very simple. (Picture 5-13) To 
sum up, this mini public yard is an excellent place for reading, chatting, rest and relaxing. 

 

 

Picture 5-8 Picture 5-9 

Picture 5-10 Picture 5-11 

Picture 5-14 Picture 5-12 Picture 5-13 
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Private garden is also seen in this residential community. Picture 5-14 illustrate a private garden of 
this residential community. Sharing idea is well expressed in this garden because the roses 
growing out of the wall. It seems as the resident would like to share his flowers with the passerby. 
A loquat grows, which is an evergreen tree with good shape and whose fruit also has good 
mouthfeel, in the garden. 

Summary of Residential Community in Nanjing Forestry University 

This residential community could be considered as a good example in Nanjing because of its 
landscape design. High greening rate and quiet environment are outstanding features of this 
residential community. The location, the peripheral environment and diathesis of residents work 
together to promote the landscape quality of this residential community. 
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6 Landscape Comparing 

6.1 Semantic Differential (SD) 

Semantic Differential, was developed by Charles Egerton Osgood and is designed to measure the 
connotative meaning of concepts. 1

6.1.1 Survey Method 

Firstly, after widely surveying a great amount of landscape 
resources, the method sets up landscape visual influence factors. Secondly, by showing photos, 
public feelings towards the visual elements can be measured and quantificational data considering 
public feelings can be produced. Lastly, it utilizes factor analysis to measure the quantificational 
data. Many surveys proved that using photographs as landscape evaluation intermediary is almost 
as same as site landscape evaluation (Zhuang Weimin, 1996). 

6.1.1.1 Site Survey 

I surveyed my sites from March, 2009 to April, 2009 and photographed each residential 
community during good weather days. By deeply studying the landscape of each residential 
community and carefully comparing these photos, my supervisor and I picked up 40 typical 
pictures out of 400 pictures as specimens for Semantic Differential. It is worth to mention that 
because of regional differences, Nanjing looks more “green” than Blekinge from these photos. 
Although I have updated photos of Blekinge at the end of April (very close to thesis deadline), 
they are not as green as I thought. I mention this point to evaluators while they are giving marks.  

6.1.1.2 Questionnaire Survey  

The questionnaire survey includes laying out a questionnaire table and rating scale, choosing 
evaluators, evaluation test and disposal data.  

The first assignment of Semantic Differential is to collect as many relevant opposite adjectives as 
possible. The principle is as below: ①It is easy to form completely opposite adjectives. ②It is 
easy to form central symmetrical adjectives. ③A djectives should be used in daily life (Zhang 
Junhua, 2004).  

According to the landscapes spatial environment and specific characteristic, this thesis has chosen 
ten opposite adjectives while also considering the application of Semantic Differential in assessing 
landscape in architecture, forestry, landscape architecture area and so on. In addition, in this thesis, 
rating scale is drawn up as five ratings: (2, 1, 0, -1, -2). They stand for excellent, good, general, 
bad and tremendous in consequence. Half a point is also accepted. 

For choosing evaluators, the more samples, the more precise the results would be. However, 
according to objective condition restrictions, it is not probable for me to choose too many. Cao 
Juan pointed out that the number of surveyed people in Semantic Differential is usually between 
20 and 50 (Cao Juan, 2004). This thesis is based on landscape visual influence factors research in 
residential communities. Thus, for non-professional personnel, there might be misunderstanding 

                                                        
1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semantic_differential 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semantic_differential�


 39 

for the visual factors. Therefore, the ideal evaluators were 40 graduate students of Landscape 
Architecture in Nanjing Forestry University (NFU) with professional backgrounds. Gender was 
not considered. 

Evaluation test is to illustrate the meaning of rating scale and the way in finishing questionnaire 
table to evaluators. I show 12 pictures, including one plan map, ten individual photos and one 
overview photo, of each residential community to evaluators by projector. Then someone give 
comprehensive marks for each residential community according to the ten factors as table shown 
below. 

Table SD Factor 

Rating(2,1,0,-2,-2) SD evaluation item SD evaluation scale 

 Space Open-closed 

 Nature Nature-artificial 

 Color Colorful-Monotonous color 

 Lush Mutative - single 

 Feature Characteristic- no characteristic 

 Attracting Attracting- no attracting 

 Greens More greens- less greens 

 Territory Clear Boundary- vague Boundary 

 Scale Suitable scale- Scale unsuitable 

 Serene Silence- blatant 

 

The recovery rate is 100%. Data is disposed by Excel to figure out average marks. 

Comprehensive average marks=∑every comprehensive marks/ number of evaluators 

Then, the data is dealt with by factor analyzing. 

 

 

 

 

Picture 6-1 Table SD Factor 
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6.1.2 Results Analyze 

According to comprehensive average marks, someone could get the four evaluation images of the 
four residential communities by scoring all these ten factors as coordinate. 
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Picture 6-2 Hjorthöjden 

Picture 6-4 Bergåsa 

Picture 6-3 Hjorthöjden 

Picture 6-5 Bergåsa 

Picture 6-6 Kungsmarken Picture 6-7 Kungsmarken 
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6.1.2.1 Comparision between the Blekinge’s Cases: Bergåsa, Hjorthöjden and Kungsmarken 

From picture 6-3, picture 6-5 and picture 6-7, someone could easily conclude that the sequence of 
overall landscape quality is: Bergåsa> Hjorthöjden> Kungsmarken. This directly supports people’s 
general viewpoints about landscape: villa community> low multiply-floors residential 
community >high multiply-floors residential community. 

Most of the ten factors in Bergåsa are on the leading position of the three cases according to 
picture 6-3, picture 6-5 and picture 6-7. Especially for the factor color, Bergåsa is outstanding high 
with the mark 1.564. No one gives it negative marks. For color marks, Hjorthöjden is 0.737 and 
Kungsmarken is 0.128. However, Hjorthöjden and Kungsmarken have more open landscape than 
Bergåsa. This is the only factor which Bergåsa falls behind the other Swedish cases. 

By comparing between picture 6-3 and picture 6-7, it is easy to see that all the marks of the ten 
factors in Hjorthöjden are a bit higher than those in Kungsmarken. It means that low 
multiply-floors residential community usually has a better landscape than high multiply-floors 
residential community. That is why Swedish people prefer to live in housing which has less than 
four floors. 

6.1.2.2 Comparision between the Blekinge’s Cases and the Nanjing’s Case 

An obvious point from picture 6-3, picture 6-5, picture 6-7 and picture 6-9 is that the greens in the 
residential community of Nanjing Forest University is more than the three Blekinge’s cases. It 
results from two reasons: Nanjing’s case has more evergreen trees and the regional diversity 
influences greens. 

In the space aspect, residential community of Nanjing Forest University is less open than 
Hjorthöjden and Kungsmarken; but more open than Bergåsa. Because Bergåsa is a villa 
community, each garden is separated by fence. 
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Picture 6-8 Nanjing’s case Picture 6-9 Nanjing’s case 
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In the nature aspect, the three Blekinge cases get higher marks than residential community of NFU. 
It means that artificial designed landscape is more expressed in residential community of NFU. 
Although Bergåsa has many private gardens; it looks more natural. 

Nanjing’s case and Hjorthöjden get nearly the same mark 1.13 on color while Kungsmarken only 
gets the mark 0.12. It demonstrates that Kungsmarken has a comparatively monotonous color. 

In picture 6-3, there are six marks between 0.5 to 1.0 and four marks between 1.0 to 1.5; in picture 
6-9, there are five marks between 0.5 to 1.0 and three marks between 1.0 to 1.5. Thus, someone 
could reach the conclusion that the overall landscape image of Nanjing’s case is similar with 
Hjorthöjden. 

6.1.3 Summary of Semantic Differential 

The results from Semantic Differential are based on the forty Eastern students’ perspective. 
Though they are professional, they do not stand for all people’s views. Maybe forty Western 
students’ perspective is very different. 

6.2 Author’s Comments 

By surveying and studying landscape of these four residential communities, I get some summaries 
as below: 

Both Sweden and China consider the scientific feasibility of plantscape and follow this principle 
in the plantscape design of residential communities. Regional characteristics are well expressed by 
plants choosing. 

Terrain is carefully considered as a crucial factor in landscape design in both Sweden and China’s 
residential communities. Sweden has rich experience because the terrain in large parts of Sweden 
consists of small slopes. 

Swedish people are good at ornamenting private gardens because many families have large yards 
and thus they have more opportunities to practice. They usually grow many herbaceous flowers in 
their gardens. Herbaceous flowers are not very popular in China’s residential communities. Public 
greens are major landscape form so that herbaceous flowers are not easily maintained. Most 
herbaceous flowers need to be updated every year. 

Public greens, which are usually considerately designed and decorated, are landscape focuses in 
residential communities of China. They are the major places where people would like to gather for 
leisure time. In Sweden, the public greens in residential communities are not as attracting as those 
in China. Most residents prefer to ornament their private gardens. 

6.3 Summary 

Some dominate factors result in landscape differences of residential communities between Sweden 
and China. They are mainly population density, economic condition and regional diversity. 
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China has a high population density, so that high multiply-floors residential communities are 
mostly constructed. Villas, which are very popular in Sweden, are not suitable for China’s 
situation. Thus, public greens are very critical for China’s residential communities. 

Landscape maintenance and renewal is Sweden’s challenge today because it has a good landscape 
foundation. Meanwhile landscape design and construction is China’s key words at present 
considering the fast development of cities. 

Sweden has comparatively single climate in south, where most population lives, which leading to 
comparatively single landscape style. In contrast, China has multiple climates because of its broad 
territory. Frigid, temperate and tropical landscape styles should be all considered when place 
changes. 
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7 Conclusion  

The manifestations of natural elements in landscape among different countries, different eras and 
different cultures share many common characters. They do not exist separately and they are 
interdependent in different landscape connotations. Specific themes could be explored from the 
common characters through studying of natural elements. The design styles with regional features 
are demonstrated by choosing proper landscape for specific sites, and organizing and applying the 
natural elements skillfully. Modern landscape design in residential communities ought to follow 
natural and geographical conditions, economic and social conditions; harmonize between humans 
and nature to develop. The landscape exploration of residential communities has never stopped 
because few ideal models exist. Humans just follow temporal situations to make proper choices. 

The thesis explores the landscape of residential communities in Blekinge and tries to analyze them 
by using illustrations. By studying three cases with different types in Blekinge, it offers the 
audience a comprehensive landscape image of residential communities in Sweden from an Eastern 
perspective. Utilizing the Semantic Differential method is an innovative way in this thesis. Under 
the Semantic Differential to make comparison, the thesis also attempts to explore the relations 
between the landscape of residential communities in Sweden and China from an Eastern 
perspective. 

There are obvious connections between Sweden and China on landscape development of 
residential communities. Previously in Sweden “Romantic Landscape” influence pursued 
picturesque and rural environments for living; while “Chinese Natural Water and Hill Garden” 
was also usually built up on rural areas. 

During “Million Program” time, Sweden focused on the development of housing number; 
landscape environment was seriously ignored at that time. At the end of the 20th century China 
also made the same mistake. 

Now, Swedish landscape gradually grows more mature. Sustainable development and human 
oriented design are increasingly being considered in residential community landscape. So, what is 
China’s next step? 

In recent years, Swedish landscape design has been increasingly introduced to China and has 
become gradually more familiar to Chinese. The concept “concerning about nature” of Swedish 
landscape is similar with the concept “design by human but like natural” of Chinese Garden. They 
are both derived from the same original thinking and could share common ideas. What is more, 
Swedish landscape has no obvious cultural or regional trace on both form and modeling. It means 
that there is no conflict between Chinese and Swedish culture. Thus, every person who could 
accept nature in China would also accept Swedish landscape. That is why at present in China, 
some residential communities try to simulate Swedish landscape. Swedish landscape offers some 
experiences for Chinese modern landscape development. We could get some inspiration for China 
from Swedish landscape development in residential communities. 
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Swedish landscape could be seen as a reduced version of traditional Chinese garden. It extracts 
typical symbols of traditional Chinese garden to adjust to contemporary situation. 

Swedish landscape enlarges momentum of traditional Chinese landscape. It transforms the 
microenvironments of water and hills in traditional Chinese gardens to broader natural landscape 
also with water and hills. 

Swedish landscape gives reference in increasing settlement environment for all life. Well-kept 
forests, lakes and grass supply necessary conditions. 

Swedish landscape sets a good example on environmental protection, resources renewal and 
sustainable development. 

To sum up, in my opinion, Swedish landscape of residential communities is a “modern adaptation” 
of traditional Chinese gardens, which has been developing with the advance of the times. 
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Appendix 

Major Ornamental Plants List in Residential Communities of Blekinge 

 Latin Name English Name Chinese Name 

Big trees Betula sp. Birch 桦木 

 Acer sp. Maple 槭树 

 Acer pensylvanicum Striped maple 条纹槭 

 Fagus silvatica ‘Atropurpurea’ Purple beech 紫叶欧洲山毛榉 

 Fagus silvatica ‘Pendula’ Weeping beech 垂枝欧洲山毛榉 

 Acer platanoides ‘Purpurea’ Purple maple 挪威枫 

 Ulmus glabra ‘Pendula’ Weeping elm 垂枝榆树 

 Fraxinus excelsior ‘Pendula’ Weeping ash 垂枝白腊 

 Prunus padus Bird cherry 稠李 

 Tilia sp Linden 椴树 

 Populus Canadensis ‘Robusta’ Great poplar 加拿大杨 

 Populus nigra ‘Pyramidalis’ Pyramid poplar 黑杨 

 Salix alba ‘Sericea’ White willow 白柳 

Conifers Abies concolor White fir 冷杉 

 Picea piungens ‘Glauca’ Colorado spruce 云杉 

Small trees Syringa sp. Lilacs 丁香 

 Crataegus sp. Hawthorn 山楂 

 Malus sp. Crab apple 苹果 

 Prunus sp. Japanese cherry 樱花 

 Betula verrucosa ‘Youngii’ Pendulous birch 垂枝桦木 

 Sorbus intermedia Swedish whitebeam 花楸 

 Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 欧洲花楸 
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Climbers Parthenocissus sp Japanese ivy 爬山虎 

 Lonicera sp Woodbine 金银花 

Shrubs Syringa vulgaris Lilac 丁香 

 Syringa x chinensis Chinese Lilac 中国丁香 

 Forsythia intermedia Forsythia 连翘 

 Viburnum opulus ’Roseum’ Guelder rose 欧洲雪球 

 Spiraea prunifolia Bridak wreath 笑靥花 

 Spiraea cantoniensis Spirea 麻叶绣线菊 

 Laburnum alpinum Scotch laburnum 金链树 

 Laburnum x anagyrioides Golden –chain 金链花 

 Philadelphus coronarius Mock-orange 山梅花 

 Ligustrum sp. Privet 女贞 

 Viburnum lantana Wayfaring tree 欧洲荚迷 

 Cotoneaster lucidus Rock Cotoneaster 栒子 

 Berberis thunbergii Japanese barberry 日本小 

 Cornus alba ’Sibirica’ Tatarian dog-wood 红瑞木 

 Cornus mas Coenelian cherry 金叶欧洲山茱萸 

 Cytisus praecox Cytisus scoparius 金雀儿 

 Rosa rugosa Rose 玫瑰 

 Rosa glauca Dewy rose 蔷薇 

 Potentilla fruticosa Cinquefoil 金露梅 

 Weigela florida Oldfashioned Weigela 锦带花 

 Symphoricarpus albus Snowberry 雪果 

 Ribes alpinum Mountain currant 高山茶荐子 
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 Sambucus nigra Elder 接骨木 

 Prunus spinosa Sloe 黑刺李 

 Acer campestre Hedge maple 栓皮槭 

 

Questionnaire 
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the author himself. 

Reference 

Anonymous, 1994, Miljo och fysisk planering, Statens offentliga utredningar, Stockholm 1994, 
pp.36. 

Bucht, E., 1993, Gronplanering. In: Berg, P.G.(E.d.), Biologi och bosattning, Natur och Kultur, 
Stockholm, pp. 201-232. 

Bucht, E., 1997, Public parks in Sweden 1860-1960, The planning and design discourse, Acta 
Universitatis Agriculturae Suecia Agraria 56, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Alnarp. 

Cao Juan, 2004, Landscape research and analyze in Beijing’s Nature Reserve, Chinese Landscape 
Architecture, 2004(7):pp.67-71. 

Fu Xi’e, 2004, Evolution of Nanjing’s residential communities, Master thesis of Nanjing Forestry 
University, Nanjing. 

Gilman, R., 1991, The Eco-village Challenge, in living together, Sustainable Community 
Development, Adapted from in context#29, summer 1991, context institute. 

Han Ruiguang, 2007, The Scandinavian landscape style and its influence on our living 
environment, Landscape Architecture, 2007(3): pp.68-73. 

Howard, E., Osborn, F.J., & Mumford, L., 1965, Garden Cities of To-morrow, MIT press, 
Cambridge. 

Hu Jun, 2008, Plant landscape study in Nanjing’s residential communities, Master thesis of 
Nanjing Forestry University, Nanjing 

Johnson, D.A., 1995, Planning the Great Metropolis: the 1929 regional plan of New York and its 
environs, Routledge, UK. 

Kaplan, R, 1985, The analysis of perception via preference: A strategy for studding how the 
environment is experienced, Landscape planning, 1985(12): pp.161-176. 

Kaplan, R., and S. Kaplan, 1989, The experience of nature: A psychological perspective, 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK. 

Lars, J., & Johansson, J., Building costs in Sweden in an international perspective, retrieved 1st 
March 2009, < http://www.snee.org/filer/papers/190.pdf>. 

Lu Jianguo, 2007, Plantscape, Teaching material of Nanjing Forestry University, unpublished. 



 51 

Maxwell, J.A., 2005, Qualitative research design: An interactive approach, Thousand Oaks, Sage 
Publication, California.  

McHarg, I., 1969, Design with nature, Natural History Press, New York. 

Nordstrom, M., & Gora, M., 1995, Aldres liv och nara omgivning, Stad and Land 133, Alnarp. 

Nowotony, & Persson, 1988, Ulla Bodorff landskapsarkitekt 1913-1982, Arkus små -skrift nr 6. 

Persson, A., 2003, Malmo moves closer to the sea, Topos—— wasser water, Princeton 
Architectural Press, New York. 

Persson, B., & Persson, A., 1995, Swedish Residential Yards 1930-59, Byggforskningsradet, 
Stockholm. 

Persson, B., Bucht, E., & Melin, P., 1991, Svenska landskapsarkitekter, glimtar från branschen 
1920-1960, Arkus småskrift nr 12, Stockholm. 

Rydberg, D., & Falck, J., 1999, Urban forestry in Sweden from a silvicultural perspective: a view, 
landscape and urban planning, 2000(47): pp.1-18. 

Schulz, N., 1980, Genius Loci: Towards a Phenomenology of Architecture, Rizzoli, New York. 

Skarback, E., 2007, Landscape planning to promote well being: Studies and examples from 
Sweden, Environmental Practice, 2007(9): pp.206-217. 

Stefan, M., 2005, The New Urbanism movement: the case of Sweden, Master thesis of Blekinge 
Tekniska Högskola, Blekinge. 

Su Xuehen, 1994, Plantscaping, Chinese Forestry Press, Beijing. 

Wang Xin, 2006, The landscape design and landscape architects of the BO01 European housing 
exhibition, Chinese Landscape Architecture, 2006(6):pp.73-78. 

Wright, F.L., 1932, The Disappearing City, William Farquhar Payson, New York. 

Yoshinobu Ashihara, 1981, Exterior Design in Architecture, MIT press, Cambridge. 

Zhang Junhua, 2004, Research and Survey method- SD method in Landscape Architecture, 
Chinese construction and industry Press, Beijing. 

Zhuang Jia, 2008, Creating an attractive public space for the citizens: Ströget Street in 
Copenhagen, Demark; Shanxi Road Square in Nanjing, China, Master thesis of Blekinge Tekniska 
Högskola, Blekinge. 

Zhuang Weimin, 1996, SD in environmental evaluation of Architectural space, Tsinghua Science 
and Technology, 1996(4):pp.42-45. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Lloyd_Wright�


 52 

http://action.web.ca/home/housing/resources.shtml?x=67097&AA_EX_Session=c11fafa742037e1
bff58a4f2dce74199 （Sweden: Housing and Housing Policy） 

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/landscape  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden_city_movement  （Garden city movement） 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semantic_differential （Semantic differential ） 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden（Sweden） 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape （Landscape） 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Corbusier （Le Corbusier） 

http://www.cornwalllandscapes.org.uk/landscape.asp （Landscape Character Study） 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadacre_City （Broadacre City） 

http://www2.karlskrona.se/stadenstorg/bokskog/html/1930.html（Bergåsa före 1930）  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_rock_garden (Japanese rock garden) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development (sustainable development) 

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/176.htm (European Landscape Convention) 

http://action.web.ca/home/housing/resources.shtml?x=67097&AA_EX_Session=c11fafa742037e1bff58a4f2dce74199�
http://action.web.ca/home/housing/resources.shtml?x=67097&AA_EX_Session=c11fafa742037e1bff58a4f2dce74199�
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/landscape�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden_city_movement�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semantic_differential�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Corbusier�
http://www.cornwalllandscapes.org.uk/landscape.asp�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadacre_City�
http://www2.karlskrona.se/stadenstorg/bokskog/html/1930.html�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_rock_garden�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development�
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/176.htm�

	1 Introduction
	1.1 The Subject of the Study
	1.2 The Purpose and the Questions of the Study
	1.3 The Plan of the Study
	1.4 Delimitation of the Study
	1.5 Methodology Aspects
	1.5.1 Qualitative Research
	1.5.2 Quantificational Research

	1.6 A Brief Introduction to Sweden Housing and Relevant Information

	2 Definitions and Relevant Theoretical Perspective
	2.1 Landscape
	2.1.1 Concept of Landscape
	2.1.2 Plant Landscape

	2.2 Theories of Modern Residential Community
	2.3 Landscape of Residential Community
	2.4 Significant Landscape Schools in Sweden

	3 The Modern Landscape Development of Residential Communities in Sweden
	3.1 1930s-1960s: Saving Natural Landscape
	3.2 1965-1980s: Destroying Natural Landscape
	3.3 1980s-2000s: Landscape Focusing on Ecological Aspects

	4 Cases Study in Blekinge
	4.2 Bergåsa
	4.3 Kungsmarken
	4.4 Summary

	5 China’s Landscape of Residential Community
	5.1 The Landscape Development of Residential Communities in China
	5.2 A Brief Introduction of Nanjing
	5.3 Residential Community in Nanjing Forestry University

	6 Landscape Comparing
	6.1 Semantic Differential (SD)
	6.1.1 Survey Method
	6.1.1.1 Site Survey
	6.1.1.2 Questionnaire Survey

	6.1.2 Results Analyze
	6.1.2.1 Comparision between the Blekinge’s Cases: Bergåsa, Hjorthöjden and Kungsmarken
	6.1.2.2 Comparision between the Blekinge’s Cases and the Nanjing’s Case

	6.1.3 Summary of Semantic Differential

	6.2 Author’s Comments
	6.3 Summary

	7 Conclusion

