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4.1 DROTTNINGTORGET

The location.
Drottningtorget is bounded by N. Vallgatan to the north, St. Trädgårdsgatan to the east, 
Östergatan in the south and Norregatan to the west. 

The area.
Drottningtorget is today a fully functioning square located just north east of the city centre 
between Stortorget and Värnhemstorget. It is an old square dating back to 1806 when King 
Gustav IV Adolf erected the Gustav Adolf Square in the city centre and Drottningtorget (the 
Queen square) was erected in honour of his queen Fredrika.

Today the square comprises of the Humanity House which is an information centre run by 
the Red Cross, a kiosk selling fast food and newspapers, a boule course, car parks both on 
the square and on the surrounding streets, trees, seating furniture, light armature and a 
fountain. It is surrounded by grand old residential buildings on the east and west sides and 
of a more modern office building housing Skanska, a Swedish construction company, in the 
south. The Humanity House makes the northern wall and beyond that N. Vallgatan and the 
canal is located. 

The future.
In my opinion this square is highly underused. It mediates such genuine town square feeling 
however the development of the city in another direction has left this square a forgotten one. 
It hosts a reputed nice “farmers market” a couple of days during summertime, and some 
flee markets, other than that it is mainly used for car parks and people passing by getting 
from one point to another. The open space of the square merely creates a sense of just a 
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lot of…open space. And if one would have the urge to sit 
down he or she would struggle in finding a seat to sit 
down on since seating furniture seems to be overrated 
on Drottningtorget. It lacks the busy social life of the 
fellow squares in the centre, and its design and adorn-
ments hardly contributes to the possibility of ever becom-
ing as popular. Drottningtorget has no image, no special 
theme to attract people, nothing to make it stand out 
and therefore no reason for going there.

However the location of Drottningtorget is becoming 
very interesting since a new city entrance from north is 
currently being developed close to Värnhemstorget. This 
is a large project with new apartment buildings and a 
new shopping mall with stores, food court, cinemas and 
a gym. Drottningtorget is located in between this new 
development and the city centre, and in the future this 
passage will experience an increase of pedestrians, com-
muters and cars. An increase in the stream of people 
passing through Drottningtorget fulfils one of the most 
important criteria from the PPS organization in becom-
ing a successful public place, the natural presence of 
people. The streetscape along Östergatan is already 
becoming more pedestrian friendly with shops and social 
life. Located on Drottningtorget today are businesses like 
a travel agency on Norregatan and a catering service, a 
restaurant and a very popular Italian ice-cream bar on 
St. Trädgårdsgatan.

One year has past since Malmö became a Fairtrade 
city, an appointment in which the municipality is taking 
responsibility regarding the origin of products available 
in the city trade. The public response to ethic consump-
tion and “green shopping” as very much awoken and is 
currently growing in Malmö. “Eco-friendliness” is the new 
up-coming trend and Drottningtorget and surrounding 
areas are pointed out as the new eco-centre in Malmö 
with its small shops and cafés (Vårt Malmö 2007, 4). 
This could be the image that Drottningtorget so desper-
ately need in order to revive.

Current land use plans:

Malmö comprehensive plan 2000 lists the area 
as Residential & service area.

Malmö Aktualisering 2005 lists the area as Resi-
dential & service area.

Greenplan 2003 : No proposals for this area is 
made.

view over drottningtorget from north to east
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Pros/Yellow
+Open space/flexibility
+Beautiful surrounding buildings
+Natural stream of people
+Central location
+Trees and existing public life

Cons/Red
-Car parking
-Open space/emptiness
-No activities
-Worn down kiosk 
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is the centre for contemporary art in Malmö. Its future 
is somewhat unsecured, however to this day it adds cul-
tural character to this part of the city. Österport School 
holds the grades one through six and therefore young 
children pass through the area daily. The school ground 
has an asphalt surface and contains a playground, a bas-
ket court, seating furniture and a couple of large trees. 
The environment is well used, however there is no green 
space for the kids to visit during breaks and lunchtime. 
The actual office building is a two story high building with 
some smaller bodies adjacent. It has the character of 
80ies architecture and looks misplaced in this area with 
apartment blocks.

The canal once demarcated the old city limits and has a 
history dating back to 17th century when Scania belong-
ed to Denmark. It is a strong feature in the city centre 
today with different kinds of sports- and amusement 
activities like rowing, and restaurant boats are running 
on the canal during summertime. It is also the subject of 
urban light projects and festival entertainments. A popu-
lar pedestrian promenade runs along the canal where 
people living in the area can walk their dog or just enjoy a 
stroll.

The area.
The whole block is about 4000 square metres and con-
sists of Österport School in the upper part and an office 
building towards the south containing the companies 
E.ON and Flygprestanda and Malmö School Museum in 
an adjacent building. It is the area with the office building 
that I think should offer a more recreational use for the 
citizens and I aim to redesign it to, in my opinion, better 
suite the environment.

The area keeps a low profile and adequately low speed in 
the streets on account of the residential neighbourhood 
and of the school. Take away the promenade along the 
canal, the environment lacks green trees and bushes 
and the nearest greenery is far away. Just a block away 
from the school to the west Rooseum is situated which 

4.2 KV. 22

The location.
Kv. 22 is the block in which my working area is located 
and it is situated three blocks south of Drottningtorget 
boarding the Malmö canal. Kv. 22 is bounded to the 
north by St. Kvarngatan, to the east by St. Trädgårds-
gatan, to the south by Södra Promenaden along the 
canal and to the west by Norregatan. 
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The future.
According to the Greenplan, Malmö receives no green 
space areas for free, they must be created (Greenplan 
2003, 3). In this part of the city the deficiency of smaller 
green space areas are considerable. On the other 
side of the canal and across Drottninggatan, which is 
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a very busy central street in Malmö, the rather large 
Rörsjöparken is situated. Its coverage is large and it 
consists of open grass fields, playgrounds for the kids 
and a pond. It is however no option for the children at-
tending Österport School since the barriers are both 
physical and psychological. It is also too great a distance 
to compensate the lack of greeneries in the area since 
the guidelines for walking distance to a greenery is 300 
metres (ibid.,17). 

Therefore I chose this block to work with and to redesign. 
The office building is, in my opinion, not very well placed 
here and a public use of this lot would better benefit 
the people living in the area and the school children. In 
addition to this, the area lacks greeneries according to 
the Greenplan. So therefore I aim to design a small park 
in this area south of the school connecting to both the 
promenade and the canal, creating a small oasis where 
people can enjoy a green atmosphere.

view over the area from north to east

österport school the office building from the east

Current land use plans:
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Malmö comprehensive plan 2000 lists the area as Residential and service area.

Malmö Aktualisering 2005 lists the area as Residential and service area.

Greenplan 2003 : Kv. 22 is in the extended direction of Bulltoftastråket, but there are 
no suggestion to extend the corridor this far.

popular promenade
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Cons/Red
-Inappropriate office building
-Lack of greeneries

Pros/Yellow
+Österport School/kids
+Canal
+The promenade (natural    
   stream of people)


